
Windows XP Updates 
 
This tutorial will step you through the process of updating your XP operating system. 
Keeping your operating system up to date is a good way to keep your computer safe and 
efficient. 
Note: This operating system is not the most recent Windows operating system. It will 
only be completely supported by Microsoft until April 2009. 
 
Begin by opening the Start menu. 
Under the ‘All Programs’ option, select ‘Windows Update’ as shown below 
If this option is not available, open Internet Explorer and go to 
http://windowsupdate.microsoft.com/ 
Note: this process can only be performed if the computer is connected to the internet. 
 



 
 
This site will differ depending on your current state of updates. 
If you have not visited this site recently, the following page will appear. 
Click ‘Install Now’ to continue. 
 



 
This screen is the standard starting point of the update process. 
Click Express for basic updates. 
 



 
It will take a moment to search for updates. 
 



 
A component of the website must be added to assist with downloads. 
Continue with the updates by clicking Download and Install Now. 
After installing this tool, restart your computer. 
 



 



 
 

 
 
Return to the website in the same way to finish the update process. 
Review the updates before clicking Install Updates. 



 

 
Depending on how many updates are needed, downloading and installing can be a 
lengthy process. 
The computer shown needed 83 updates, and probably took an hour to complete. 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
Occasionally, an update will not install. 
A screen much like the one shown will appear. 
Repeat the entire process or contact technical help to get the failed updates. 
 



 
 
Congratulations! 
You have made your XP computer safer by updating its operating system. 


