
Annual Scholarship Luncheon  

Harding University College of Pharmacy recently 

awarded scholarships totaling $52,450 to 28 stu-

dents within the College.  An Honors, Awards 

and Scholarship Banquet was held on Septem-

ber 30, 2012, to recognize student recipients and 

the donors who made these scholarships avail-

able.   

The scholarship banquet provided an opportunity 

to thank donors for their generous support, and 

to remind students that their work ethic and scho-

lastic achievements are valued by the College.  A 

Deanôs Scholarship was awarded to the aca-

demic top 10% of each class.  Recipients of the 

Deanôs Scholarship were:  Alex Hendrix, Todd 

Johnson, Sadaf Khan, HyeJin Son, Hannah Suh, 

Scot Wilson, Logan Jean, Tiffany Karch, Emily 

Roberts, Ashley Sowers, Candy Still, Tristan 

Wilson, Mallory Garfield, SeRyoung Kim, Janice 

McKean, Blake Miller, Lee Reed, and Sarah 

Shelton. 

Other organizations offering scholarships and 

their recipients included:  

CVS ï Jake Blair, Justin Breezeel, Brittany How-

ard, Adrienne Myers, Shayla Nguyen 

Lilly Achievement Award ï Alyssa Davidson 

National Association of Chain Drug Stores ï Alex 

Hendrix, Brittany Howard, Todd Johnson, Tiffany 

Karch, SeRyoung Kim, Jordan Mills, Bhumi 

Patel, Pamela Pinkerton, Candice Simmons, 

Shawn Turner 

Pharmacists Mutual ï Kaci Rood 

Richieôs Specialty Pharmacy ï Garrett English 

St. Bernards Medical Center ï Justin Piker 

U.S. Public Health Service Excellence in Phar-

macy Practice Award ï Emily Wagner 

Walgreens Diversity Scholarship ï Mallory Gar-

field 

Scholarship recipients were seated at tables 

with representatives from each organization, 

giving students an opportunity to offer their ap-

preciation for the support they received.   

In addition to these scholarships, two addi-

tional awards were presented at the ban-

quet.  Two Board of Visitors scholarships 

were presented to Celia Nguyen and Linda 

Lee.  The Faculty-Staff Scholarship was 

awarded to Shawn Turner.   

The College of Pharmacy would like to in-

crease the number of scholarships and 

awards to be disbursed in the coming 

years.  For more information about making 

an annual scholarship available or establishing 

an endowed scholarship for the College of Phar-

macy, please contact the Deanôs office at 501-

279-5205, or email jahixson@harding.edu.   
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Board of Visitors members with BoV 

scholarship recipients, Celia 

Nguyen (P3) and Linda Lee (P3) 

Deanôs Scholarship Recipients with the Dean, Dr. Julie 

Hixson-Wallace 

Previous Faculty/Staff Scholarship recipient, Sam 

Hubler (P4), awards this yearôs recipient, Shawn 

Turner (P3) 

mailto:jahixson@harding.edu


1) Where were you 
born?  Omaha, Ne-
braska  

2) Siblings:  4 living sib-
lings ï 2 brothers and 2 
sisters; one sister died 
at 6 weeks of age  

3) Where did you attend 
college?  University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 
and University of Ne-
braska Medical Center 
College of Pharmacy  

4) Spouse and how long 
you have been married: 
Kirk Kissack, 22 years  

5) Children: Brian, Kristen, 
Dunham  

6) Somewhere you would 
like to visit and why? 
Denmark due to my 
Danish heritage and 
Scotland due to my 
husbandôs Scottish heri-
tage. 

7) If you could have dinner 
with anyone, who would 
it be and why? My pa-
ternal grandmother, my 
mother, Aunt Marie, 
Aunt Bea, Aunt Jean, 
Uncle Elmer and Tho-
mas Merton ï so that I 
could hear about their 
faith walk. 

8) Something not many 
people know about 
you:  I have owned my 
own personal cue stick 
and bowling ball at vari-
ous times in my life. 

9) Favorite color:  purple 

10)  Favorite movie:  Sound 
of Music 

11) Favorite sport and/or 
team: Nebraska Corn-
huskers and the New 
Orleans Saints 

12) Favorite thing about 
Searcy:  lack of traffic 

13) Favorite book (other 
than the Bible):  Pray-
ing the Scriptures for 
Your Children by Jodie 
Berndt 

14) How long have you 
been employed at 
Harding?  3 ¾ years 

15) Biggest challenge or 
obstacle:  growing a 
garden in Arkansas 

16) Proudest moment or 
accomplishment:  birth 
of our child 

17) Person who had the 
biggest impact on your 
life and why? My par-
ents who always en-
couraged me to identify 
goals and achieve 
those goals in life. 

18) Favorite scripture:  The 
Lord is my strength 
and my shield; in Him 
my heart trusts; so I 
am helped, and my 
heart exults, and with 
my song I give thanks 
to Him. Psalm 28:7 

19) Words of wisdom for 
our students:  The 
pharmacy community 
is a very small one ï 
avoid burning any 
bridges and always be 
professional ï you can 
and will serve others in 
this profession; treat 
others as Jesus would. 
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Dr. Julie Kissack  

ñThe pharmacy 
community is a 
very small one 
ï avoid burning 

any bridges 
and always be 
professionaléò  



 A Funny Thing Hap-

pened On My Way To Sum-

mer Vacationé 

éand somehow I 

found myself in Namwianga, 

Zambia with three P4 students 

(Cameron Alt, Justin Breezeel, 

and Brian Grace) for a four-

week advanced pharmacy 

practice experience (APPE).  

Actually, it wasnôt by accident 

at all ï we spent the better part 

of a year planning for our visit, 

which included getting infor-

mation from other people who 

had been there before (many 

thanks to Shawn Daggett, 

Janice Bingham, Tim Howard, 

Beckie Weaver, and Dan Tul-

los), making sure that our im-

munizations were up to date, 

getting our immigration docu-

ments in order, praying about 

our visit, and gathering medi-

cal and pharmaceutical sup-

plies to take with us.  We trav-

elled to Zambia just after the 

end of the spring semester, 

along with a group from the 

Harding Communication Sci-

ences & Disorders program.  

After a long trip, we arrived in 

Lusaka, the capital of Zambia, 

where Roy Merritt and a group 

from the Namwianga Mission 

transported us six hours south 

to the Harding in Zambia (HIZ) 

campus.  Much of our time in 

Zambia was spent dispensing 

medications and assisting the 

other medical personnel at the 

Namwianga Mission medical 

clinic, but we also had the 

opportunity to visit the hospi-

tals in Kalomo and Macha, 

tour the Malaria Research 

Institute in Macha, and visit a 

community pharmacy in Ka-

lomo, as well.  In addition, 

during our time at Namwianga 

Mission  we also spent time 

with children at The Havens 

(an orphanage on the grounds 

of the Mission) and Ericôs 

House (a home for street kids).  

Near the end of our stay in 

Africa, we had an opportunity 

to visit Livingstone, Zambia 

and Chobe, Botswana, where 

we went on a day-long safari, 

a Zambezi River cruise, went 

white-water rafting, had high 

tea at the Royal Livingstone 

Hotel, and visited Victoria 

Falls.  We learned a lot about 

the differences in health care 

systems, access to health care 

resources, and practicing 

pharmacy with limited re-

sources during our experience 

in Africa and made a lot of new 

friends during our visit.  The 

first APPE at HIZ was defi-

nitely a success and has 

paved the path for future stu-

dents and faculty to continue 

work there. 

 

 

 

Whatôs happening in Pharmaceutical Sciences?     By: Dr. Scott Weston 
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ñWe learned a 
lot about the 
differences in 
health care 
systems, 
access to 

health care 
resources, and 

practicing 
pharmacyéò  

Dr. Scott Weston  



Whatôs happening in Pharmacy Practice?                   Dr. Lindsay Elliott 

management and patient 
assessment.  I also con-
ducted weekly topic discus-
sions with fourth year phar-
macy students who were 
on completing their ad-
vanced pharmacy practice 
experience during those 
two months.  Currently, I 
am working on a research 
project pertaining to home 
health and hospital read-
mission rates.  This will 
likely be the beginning of 
an ongoing project span-
ning several years since I 
anticipate home health be-
ing my full-time practice 
site when I transition into 
my faculty position with the 
college. 

 

 Compass, an adult 
psychiatric unit at the south 
campus of WCMC, was my 
first experience in treating 
patients with severe behav-
ioral and emotional prob-
lems.  I participated in pa-
tient rounds with the physi-
cian, nurses, and social 
workers to provide medica-
tion recommendations, 
which often involved phar-
macokinetic calculations.  
During group therapy ses-
sions, I was able to spend 
time with the patients and 
provide medication man-
agement education and 
answer their specific ques-
tions and concerns regard-
ing their individual drug 
therapy.  It was a reward-
ing experience to watch 
these patients as they pro-
gressed from a debilitative 
state towards regaining the 
capacity to function in a 
less restrictive environment 
or return to the community. 

 

 As part of my lon-
gitudinal experience, I pro-

 My name is Dr. 
Lindsay Elliott and I am in 
the final month of my Phar-
macy Practice Residency 
with HUCOP in conjunction 
with White County Medical 
Center (WCMC).  Itôs been 
quite a busy year as Iôve 
rotated throughout sites at 
WCMC in two-month stints 
in addition to fulfilling obli-
gations at the college. 

 

 The internal medi-
cine floor at WCMC, my 
first rotation, was different 
than what I expected.  In 
my previous internal medi-
cine experience I partici-
pated in daily rounds with a 
medicine team, but here 
the doctors saw the pa-
tients themselves at vari-
ous times throughout the 
day.  Nonetheless, I still 
provided services such as 
interviewing patients for 
medication histories, as-
sessing patient compli-
ance, educating patients 
about their drug therapy, 
screening for drug interac-
tions, making drug therapy 
recommendations to physi-
cians, and answering drug 
information questions.  I 
performed these same 
tasks at my next rotation in 
the critical care unit (CCU), 
also at WCMC, with the 
addition of rounding three 
days per week.  Also, I cre-
ated an initial protocol for 
treatment of sepsis that 
has been approved and is 
being finalized for use in 
the unit. 

 

 During the sum-
mer, I spent my time with 
WCMC Home Health Care 
Agency.  I visited patient 
homes with the nurses to 
assist with medication 

Page 4 

Volume 4, Issue 2 

ñAlso, I created an 

initial protocol for 

treatment of sepsis 

that has been 

approved and is 

being finalized for 

use in the unit.ò 

vided pharmacy services 
one day per week at both 
the emergency department 
at WCMC and a local pe-
diatricianôs office.  In the 
emergency department I 
performed medication rec-
onciliation and patient edu-
cation.  At the pediatri-
cianôs office, I not only pro-
vided drug recommenda-
tions and counseling, but 
was able to assist with pa-
tient assessment during 
office visits. 

 

 A significant com-
ponent of my residency 
has been my responsibili-
ties at HUCOP.  This year I 
taught portions of five dif-
ferent courses in both the 
pharmacy and physician 
assistant programs.  Every 
other month I provided 
continuing pharmacy edu-
cation by leading a journal 
club.  Iôve been a member 
of both the admissions 
committee and curriculum 
committee and throughout 
the year conducted inter-
views for HUCOP appli-
cants. 

 

 Completing a resi-
dency is a stressful experi-
ence, but one that will 
prove invaluable.  I appre-
ciate the opportunity that 
HUCOP and WCMC have 
afforded me.  Iôm anxious 
to step into my full-time 
faculty position and be able 
to say --- ñI survived!ò 



Garrett English  

Student Spotlight ðGarrett English (P1)  
 My name is Garrett English. I was born and raised on the small South 

Pacific island Tutuila which is part of the country of American Samoa. My family has 
served in the mission field since 1989. American Samoa had been my home up until 
freshmen year of my undergraduate education at Harding. My parents and my three 
youngest siblings live there still; my younger brother Aaron goes to school at Pepperdine. 

When I was in high school, I had no idea what I wanted to study while in college. 
After volunteering to work more actively in the medical mission clinics that my father and 
a team of many others established in Kiribati, I realized I wanted to study medicine. I had 
already known that Harding was my choice of colleges, and after finding out that there 
was a new pharmacy program in place I made my decision to study to be a pharmacist. 

The biggest influence in my life has been that of my parents. If there is anyone 
who I would want to be when I grow up, it would be a servant like they are. I am blessed 
to have both parents who love and serve God daily.  Growing up in such a unique envi-
ronment has been a blessing to me as I have started my education here at HUCOP. Be-
ing able to experience working with people of different cultures has made the transition 
into learning about the different aspects of patient care more enjoyable than stressful.  I 
have enjoyed my time at HUCOP so far and am reaping the benefits of the didactic part 
of the program.  

Student Spotlight ðRyan Umeh (P1)  
 I was born and raised in Houston, TX but my parents are from Nigeria which is where I claim 
to be from depending on the day.  Seventy-five percent of my extended family is still in Nigeria, but 
my immediate family are here in the States.  I am the youngest of my parentsô five children.  My old-
est brother is a financial analyst for the federal government; my second brother is a perfusionist at the 
Texas Heart Institute, my sister is an anesthesiologist in Chicago, and my other brother is an aspiring 
lawyer who has just completed his Masterôs in Public Administration with an emphasis in Finance.  
Finally, there is me.  I was blessed to have even been accepted into Harding University College of 
Pharmacy.  I went to school at the University of North Texas where I received my degree in Chemis-
try.  My proudest moments include being accepted into pharmacy school and the overall success and 
progression of my family.  I enjoy working out and playing basketball.  My interests are watching pro-
fessional sports, having intelligent conversations with people, and I am also a huge Houston Texans 
football fan.  My greatest obstacle in my 24 years has been losing my mentor, who was also my pre-
vious pharmacy manager, in a motorcycle accident.  At the same time his passing was a major influ-
ence on me to continue to be passionate about the career of pharmacy. 

 My parents are no doubt the biggest influence on my life.  The struggles they faced in com-
ing to this country from abroad and maintaining their success while here has shown me that anything 
is possible with perseverance.  Both of my parents have acquired their Masterôs degree and work at 
the Medical Center in Houston.  My interest in pharmacy started at a very young age and has been 
further influenced by the individuals I have worked with over the years.  I was very impressed with the 
level of knowledge and respect in the community that the pharmacists I worked with possessed.  My 
experience at Harding thus far has confirmed to me that I have made the right decision.  I feel like the 
entire faculty wants me to do well and genuinely care about my success.  I love all my classmates 
and am convinced that the Class of 2015 is the best HUCOP has seen since its inception.  I know 
that this program will continue to grow and I am excited to be a part of it. 
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