
Fall 2008 Students & Events  
The first semester of the first year for the inau-
gural class is now behind them.  During the se-
mester the students have spent  many hours in 
the classroom, but they have participated in 
other learning opportunities outside the class-
room as well.  In October, students formed a 
team and participated in the Susan G. Komen 
Race for the Cure in Little Rock. For stress relief 
after their first major exam, students organized 
an afternoon of bowling.  If you check out Face-
book, you will find students involved in flag foot-
ball. On October 24, 2008, Harding University 

held a building dedica-
tion ceremony for the 
new Center for Health 
Sciences.  Dean, Dr. Julie 
Hixson-Wallace, and 
student, Janice McKean, 
spoke on behalf of the 
College of Pharmacy at 
this inspiring ceremony.  
The Board of Visitors, an 

advisory board comprised of 16 individuals from 
various aspects of the pharmacy community, 
were on campus for the dedication.  A luncheon 
was held for the board members, faculty, staff, 
and students.  In November, students, faculty 
and staff spent time together at the first annual 
HUCOP Hotfire Cookout. Thanks to Senator 
Percy Malone for sponsoring this event and Dr. 
Jeanie Smith for hosting. 
Students have also been involved in providing 
service throughout the community. When you 
see them in their white coats, you know they are 
up to good deeds. Some of those activities in-
cluded: encouraging high school students in the 
Upward Bound program by providing education 
regarding the dangers of caffeine and high sugar 
levels in soda, serving at the Christian Health 
Ministry  on Sunday afternoons, assisting volun-
teer physicians, pharmacists and other health-
care providers by ministering to the health needs 
of White County residents without medical cov-
erage, and providing wellness information at 
various county and city festivals including 
Homecoming at Harding University.  
The inaugural class students are involved with 
establishing student governance and the first 
student organization. Student elections for stu-
dent governance, the Council of Students (COS), 
will be on December 11. The first professional 
student organization will be a chapter of the 
national organization APhA -ASP (American 
Pharmacists Association- Academy of Student 
Pharmacists) with election of officers also on 
December 11. 

It has been a smooth and productive beginning 
for the inaugural class.  As they press on to the 
new semester, we anticipate many good things 
for and from this group of talented students.  
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Students, LeeAnn Foley and Can-

dice Simmons, work together on a  

dissection during an Anatomy 

and Physiology lab. 

Dr. Jeff Mercer observes several 

students performing blood pres-

sure checks. 

Elizabeth Izmerian and Terra Fagala enjoy the 

luncheon with the Board of Visitors.  

Walgreenôs made a generous donation 

for student lab supplies. 

Ms. Carol Kell and Dr. Julie Hixson -Wallace 

receive the first annual  student scholarship 

from Joe Baker of Pharmacists Mutual.  



1) Where were you born? 
  Raleigh, NC 
 
2) When you were a child, what 
did you want to be when you 
grew up?   
A physician specializing in 
trauma surgery 
 
3) Siblings:  
Brother, Jamey, 13 months 
younger -- a pharmacist in At-
lanta, GA; brother, Josh, 3 1/2 
years younger -- a physician in 
Smyrna, TN; brother, Jed, 7 1/2 
years younger -- a high school 
special education English 
teacher / baseball coach in At-
lanta, GA; brother, Jacob, 10 
years younger (my parents took 
him into foster care when I was 
18 and are now his legal 
guardians)  -- a developmentally
-disabled adult who lives at 
Rainbow Omega, a group home 
in Eastaboga, AL; sister, 
Heather, 21 years younger (my 
parents took her into foster care 
when I was 21 and adopted her 
when I was 24) -- a special 
young lady who lives at home 
with my parents (who are now 
splitting their time between 
Atlanta and Searcy!!!) 
 
4) Where did you attend college? 
I did my pre -pharmacy work at 
Mercer University College of 
Arts & Sciences and went to 
pharmacy school at Mercer 
University Southern School of 
Pharmacy, both in Atlanta but 
on separate campuses 
 
5) Spouse and how long you 
have been married:   
My husband's name is 
Ralph Wallace.  We were mar-
ried on July 12, 1986, so cele-
brated our 22nd anniversary this 
past summer. 
 
6) Somewhere you would like to 
visit & why?   
I would like to go to Alaska to 
see the wonderful wildlife and 
scenery (and hopefully some 
polar bears!) and to Churchill, 
Canada to see polar bears. 
 

7) If you could have dinner with 
anyone, who would it be and 
why?   
My parents because I really 
value their wisdom and sense of 
humor -- I always learn a lot 
and have fun with them  
 
8) Something not many people 
know about you:   
I have three tattoos (and 
plan to get a fourth soon!) 
 
9) Favorite color:  Green 
 
10) Favorite movie:   
The Other Sister with Juliette 
Lewis;  it's a story about a de-
velopmentally -disabled young 
lady as she learns to live 
independently and explores a 
romantic relationship -- it re-
minds me of my sister and how 
she has been a special blessing 
to my family  
 
11) Favorite sport and/or 
team:   
Figure skating - it's how I met 
my husband and we enjoy at-
tending the USFSA Nationals 
when we can 
 
12) Favorite thing about 
Searcy:   
They give you a free to-go cup 
of the beverage of your choice at 
virtually every restaurant in 
town and they wrap your 
Christmas gifts at most of the 
local shops for free! 
 
13) How long have you been 
employed at Harding?   
Since August 2006 
 
14) Biggest challenge develop-
ing a new college of pharmacy?   
Being patient 

 

15) Proudest moment or accom-

plishment:   

When the HUCOP Class of 2012 
graduates! 
 
16) Person who had the biggest 
impact on your life & why?   
My mom because she's taught 
me to be tough, to approach 

everything through prayer, and 
to always remember who I am 
(an ambassador for God and for 
my family)  
 
17) Favorite scripture:   
II Timothy 4:6 -8 -- "For I am 
already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of 
my departure is at hand.  I have 
fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept 
the faith.  Finally, there is laid 
up for me the crown of right-
eousness which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will give to 
me on that Day, and not to me 
only but also to all who have 
loved His appearing." 
 
18) Words of wisdom for our 
inaugural class:   
Each phase of your life, 

especially school, goes by 

quickly.  Take advantage of 

every moment by doing your 

best while seeing the beauty 

that God has created.  Realize 

what the important things are -- 

God, family, friends -- and find 

a way you can spend your life 

serving and interacting with 

them on a daily basis.  It will all  

be over before you know it and 

there is a better place waiting 

for us if we follow God's plan!  
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COMBATING BURULI  
 Buruli is a flesh-
eating disease caused by My-
cobacterium ulcerans, a bac-
terium closely related to the 
causative agent of leprosy.  It 
is found in over half the coun-
tries of Africa and afflicts over 
30,000 children annually.  
Infection with buruli begins 
with the appearance of a pim-
ple that gradually progresses 
to a boil.  Left untreated, the 
boil becomes an open and 
growing sore that cripples and 
disfigures most of its young 
victims.  The current treat-
ment includes surgery, skin 
grafts, and antimicrobials.  
Research underway at Hard-
ing has buruli in its cross-
hairs, with the intent to for-

mulate a topical antimicrobial 
that will cure buruli in its ear-
liest stages, before surgical 
intervention is required.  In a 
collaborative effort between 
Harding University College of 
Pharmacy and Harding De-
partment of Biology, a new 
non-toxic silver -based antimi- 
crobial may be just what the 
doctor ordered.  During the 
past year, Drs. Dan Atchley 
and Kwame Yeboah 
(Hardingôs Dept. of Pharma-
ceutical Sciences) have 
worked closely with Dr. Steve 
Moore and Ms. Amber Hug 
(Hardingôs Dept. of Biology) to 
mentor three Harding stu-
dents (Jacob Blair, Kyle King, 
and April Durham) in a series 
of experiments designed to 

determine the effectiveness of 
this new antimicrobial.  To 
date, these students have ex-
tensively tested eight bacteria, 
including the one in the buruli 
family of bacteria, and have 
found the antimicrobial to be 
highly effective.  Near future 
plans include testing of the 
antimicrobial on the causative 
agent of buruli and formula-
tion of buruli in its pimple 
stage.  Harding University 
investigators have submitted a 
grant that is currently pending 
to fund formulation and test-
ing of the novel topical antimi -
crobial.  

Whatôs happening in research? 

Whatôs happening in practice? 
tioned in New Mexico.  Later 
he was transferred to Arkan-
sas.  After we got married in 
March 2008, I relocated to 
Arkansas and joined Harding 
University College of Phar-
macy. 

My clinical practice site is at 
White County Medical Center 
at the critical care unit (CCU).  
Daily I review patientsô medi-
cal, pharmacy, and laboratory 
records and make recommen-
dations to physicians about 
patientsô drug therapy.  I am 
also involved in creating drug 
related protocols at the CCU.  
Recently the P&T committee 
has approved a protocol that I 
have worked on: 
ñSubcutaneous Insulin Proto-
col for Critical Care Unit for 
Non-Diabetic Patientsò.  I 
have also provided an educa-
tional in -service to the CCU 
nurses about recommended 
treatment for status epilepti-
cus.  At the beginning of De-
cember, I will be giving  a con-
tinuing education in -service to 
White County Medical Center 
employees on hyperglycemia 

My name is Dr. Lana Gettman 
and I joined the College of 
Pharmacy faculty as an Assis-
tant Professor in April 2008.  
I was born and raised in Kiev, 
Ukraine.  After completing 
nursing school with honors in 
the former Soviet Union, my 
family and I immigrated to the 
United States in 1989.  I have 
attained my further education 
in the United States.   

After completion of my resi-
dency, I accepted a pharma-
cist position at the critical care 
satellite at the UCLA Medical 
Center.  Several years later I 
transitioned my career into an 
ambulatory care setting.  Prior 
to moving to Arkansas, I 
worked as an ambulatory care 
pharmacist at Kaiser Perma-
nente.  While at Kaiser, I ro-
tated throughout various am-
bulatory clinics, such as diabe-
tes, cholesterol, congestive 
heart failure, asthma, amio-
darone, and anticoagulation.  

I met my husband Steve Gett-
man, who is in the air force, in 
2006.  At the time he was sta-
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If one individual 

determines to 

give not only 

their eight 

hours to 

patients, but 

their very 

hearts, then I 

believe no effort 

is too great and 

no time is 

wasted.  

in critically ill patients which 
emphasizes the importance of 
tight blood glucose control in 
critically ill patients.  For the 
next P& T committee meeting 
which will take place in Febru-
ary 2009, I will be presenting 
a protocol on the management 
of diabetic ketoacidosis 
(DKA).  

Overall, my goal at White 
County Medical Center is to 
establish a clinical site for the 
pharmacy students for their 
advanced pharmacy practice 
experience during the 4th year 
of the curriculum.  

In conclusion,  I have dedi-
cated myself to the medical 
field, where I believe that one 
person can truly make a dif-
ference.  If I can impart this 
conviction to my students - if 
one individual determines to 
give not only their eight hours 
to patients, but their very 
hearts, then I believe no effort 
is too great and no time is 
wasted. 

Dr. Dan Atchley  


