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Part I:
Biblical Sources for a Theological / Ethical Justification 

for the “Conquest” of Canaan

Gen 9:18-27  A CURSE PLACED UPON THE LAND OF CANAAN THROUGH ITS
      EPONYMOUS ANCESTOR

 18The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham 
was the father of Canaan.) 19 These were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the 
people who were scattered over the earth. 20 Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded [a] to plant 
a vineyard. 21 When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered inside 
his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness and told his two brothers 
outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders; then 
they walked in backward and covered their father's nakedness. Their faces were turned the 
other way so that they would not see their father's nakedness. 24 When Noah awoke from 
his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said, 

“Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves 
will he be to his brothers.” 

26 He also said, 
“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! 

May Canaan be the slave of Shem. 
7 May God extend the territory of Japheth; 

may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, 
and may Canaan be his slave.” 

Gen 12:1-3  A BLENDING OF CURSE AND BLESSING UPON THE NATIONS VIS À VIS ISRAEL:    
           AN ULTIMATE BLESSING UPON ALL PEOPLES THROUGH ABRAM’S DESCENDANTS

 1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father's 
household and go to the land I will show you.  2 “I will make you into a great nation and I 
will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”

Gen 15:12-21 [EGYPT’S] PUNISHMENT AND THE CEDING OF CANAAN TO ISRAEL ON THE
               BASIS OF CANAANITE / AMORITE WICKEDNESS (THE FULL MEASURE OF SIN)
 12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful 
darkness came over him.  13 Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and 
mistreated four hundred years. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and 
afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your 
fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your 
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full 
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measure.”                                                                                                                                                             

17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch 
appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the Euphrates— 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, 
Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”

Gen 18:16-33 GOD’S DISCRIMINATING SENSE OF JUSTICE IN BLESSING / PUNISHING     
    PEOPLES / NATIONS
 16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham 
walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely become a great and 
powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 19 For I have 
chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way 
of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham 
what he has promised him.”                                                                                              

 20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and 
their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the 
outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 22 The men turned away and went toward 
Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.                                                  
 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really 
sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?                   
25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating 
the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” 26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will 
spare the whole place for their sake.” 27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have 
been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if 
the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because 
of five people?” “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 29 Once again he 
spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will 
not do it.” 30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only 
thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 Abraham 
said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be 
found there?” 
 He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “May the 
Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found 
there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.”33  When the LORD had 
finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.

Exod 12:37-38  A “MIXED MULTITUDE” JOINS ISRAEL’S EXODUS ON THE WAY TO CANAAN

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, besides women and children. Many other people went up with 
them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.
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Exod 34:8-16  ISRAEL MUST GUARD THE QUALITY OF YAHWISM AS SHE BEARS TESTIMONY
               TO THE CREATIVE WONDERS OF YAHWEH IN THE EARTH, BEFORE THE

                           NATIONS

 8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 “O Lord, if I have found 
favor in your eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked 
people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.”                                       
 10 Then the LORD said:  “I am hereby making a covenant.  Before all your people I 
will do wonders never before created in all the earth and in all the nations.  The people 
you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you.                       
 11 Obey what I command you today.  I will drive out before you the Amorites, 
Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  12 Be careful not to make a treaty 
with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you.     
13 Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles.   
14 Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.                                  
 15 “Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; for when they 
prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will 
eat their sacrifices. 16 And when you choose some of their daughters as wives for your 
sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to 
do the same.  

Lev 18:24-28  BOTH THE NATIONS AND ISRAEL ARE HELD ACCOUNTABLE TO DEEDS DONE
    WHICH POLLUTE THE LAND

 24 “‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways [i.e. practices in Egypt and 
Canaan], because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became 
defiled. 25 Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out 
its inhabitants. 26 But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the 
aliens living among you must not do any of these detestable things, 27 for all these things 
were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled. 28 
And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were 
before you. 

Lev 20:22-26  AS GOD IS DISTINCTIVE / HOLY SO ISRAEL MUST BE DISTINCT IN PRACTICE
                FROM THE NATIONS IN ORDER TO REMAIN IN THE LAND

 22 ‘“Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am 
bringing you to live may not vomit you out. 23 You must not live according to the customs 
of the nations I am going to drive out before you. Because they did all these things, I 
abhorred them. 24 But I said to you, "You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an 
inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.”  I am the LORD your God, who has made 
you distinct from the nations.                                  

 25 ‘“You must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and 
between unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or 
anything that moves along the ground—those which I have made distinct as unclean for 
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you.  26 You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I made you distinct 
from the nations to be my own. 

Lev 25:23  BOTH THE NATIONS AND ISRAEL “RENT” THE LAND FROM YAHWEH BY
                    PAYMENT OF THEIR DEEDS DONE UPON IT:  ISRAEL HAS NO CLAIM TO THE LAND

  23 “‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are 
but aliens and my tenants. 24 Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you 
must provide for the redemption of the land. 

Lev 26:1-45  THE DYNAMIC NATURE OF GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL VIS À VIS THE LAND  
  & THE NATIONS: ISRAEL’S FUTURE IN THE LAND DEPENDS ON LIVING &

              CONFESSING THE TRUTH

 1“‘Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for yourselves, and do 
not place a carved stone in your land to bow down before it. I am the LORD your God.                      
2 “‘Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 
3 “‘If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, 4 I will send you 
rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. 5 
Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until 
planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 6 “‘I will 
grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will 
remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. 7 
You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. 8 Five of you 
will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will 
fall by the sword before you. 9 “‘I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and 
increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. 10 You will still be eating 
last year's harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new.  11 I will 
put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and 
be your God, and you will be my people. 13 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out 
of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your

 yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high.                                        
  14 “‘But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, 15 and if 

you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so 
violate my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror, 
wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will 
plant seed in vain, because your enemies will eat it. 17 I will set my face against you so that 
you will be defeated by your enemies; those who hate you will rule over you, and you will 
flee even when no one is pursuing you.

                  18 “‘If after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins 
seven times over. 19 I will break down your stubborn pride and make the sky above you 
like iron and the ground beneath you like bronze. 20 Your strength will be spent in vain, 
because your soil will not yield its crops, nor will the trees of the land yield their fruit. 21 
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“‘If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions 
seven times over, as your sins deserve. 22 I will send wild animals against you, and they 
will rob you of your children, destroy your cattle and make you so few in number that 
your roads will be deserted. 
 23 “‘If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but continue to 
be hostile toward me, 24 I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict you for your 
sins seven times over. 25 And I will bring the sword upon you to avenge the breaking of 
the covenant. When you withdraw into your cities, I will send a plague among you, and 
you will be given into enemy hands. 26 When I cut off your supply of bread, ten women 
will be able to bake your bread in one oven, and they will dole out the bread by weight. 
You will eat, but you will not be satisfied.    

                  27 “‘If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile 
toward me,  28 then in my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish 
you for your sins seven times over. 29 You will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of 
your daughters. 30 I will destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars and pile 
your dead bodies on the lifeless forms of your idols, and I will abhor you. 31 I will turn 
your cities into ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries, and I will take no delight in the 
pleasing aroma of your offerings. 32 I will lay waste the land, so that your enemies who 
live there will be appalled. 33 I will scatter you among the nations and will draw out my 
sword and pursue you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities will lie in ruins. 34 

Then the land will enjoy its sabbath years all the time that it lies desolate and you are in 
the country of your enemies; then the land will rest and enjoy its sabbaths. 35 All the time 
that it lies desolate, the land will have the rest it did not have during the sabbaths you lived 
in it. 36 “‘As for those of you who are left, I will make their hearts so fearful in the lands of 
their enemies that the sound of a windblown leaf will put them to flight. They will run as 
though fleeing from the sword, and they will fall, even though no one is pursuing them.  37 

They will stumble over one another as though fleeing from the sword, even though no one 
is pursuing them. So you will not be able to stand before your enemies. 38 You will perish 
among the nations; the land of your enemies will devour you. 39 Those of you who are left 
will waste away in the lands of their enemies because of their sins; also because of their 
fathers' sins they will waste away.                                                                                                      

                  40 “‘But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers—their 
treachery against me and their hostility toward me, 41 which made me hostile toward 
them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies—then when their 
uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, 42 I will remember my 
covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and 
I will remember the land. 43 For the land will be deserted by them and will enjoy its 
sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. They will pay for their sins because they 
rejected my laws and abhorred my decrees.  44 Yet in spite of this, when they are in the 
land of their enemies, I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them 
completely, breaking my covenant with them. I am the LORD their God. 45 But for their 
sake I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in 
the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the LORD.’” 
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Deut 7-11  THE DEUTERONOMIC VISION OF GOD—ISRAEL—THE NATIONS—THE LAND

Deut 7
 1 When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess 
and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you— 2 and 
when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, 
then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy.         
3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their 
daughters for your sons, 4 for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve 
other gods, and the LORD's anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you.                     

 5 This is what you are to do to them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred 
stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire. 6 For you are a 
people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the 
peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.          

 7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were 
more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it was 
because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he 
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is 
the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who 
love him and keep his commands. 10 But those who hate him he will repay to their face by 
destruction; he will not be slow to repay to their face those who hate him. 11 Therefore, 
take care to follow the commands, decrees and laws I give you today.                                                     
 12 If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, then the LORD 
your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your forefathers. 13 He 
will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your 
womb, the crops of your land—your grain, new wine and oil—the calves of your herds 
and the lambs of your flocks in the land that he swore to your forefathers to give you.                       
14 You will be blessed more than any other people; none of your men or women will be 
childless, nor any of your livestock without young. 15 The LORD will keep you free from 
every disease. He will not inflict on you the horrible diseases you knew in Egypt, but he 
will inflict them on all who hate you. 
16 You must destroy all the peoples the LORD your God gives over to you. Do not look 
on them with pity and do not serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you.  17 You 
may say to yourselves, “These nations are stronger than we are. How can we drive them 
out?” 18 But do not be afraid of them; remember well what the LORD your God did to 
Pharaoh and to all Egypt. 19 You saw with your own eyes the great trials, the miraculous 
signs and wonders, the mighty hand and outstretched arm, with which the LORD your God 
brought you out. The LORD your God will do the same to all the peoples you now fear.               
20 Moreover, the LORD your God will send the hornet among them until even the 
survivors who hide from you have perished. 21 Do not be terrified by them, for the 
LORD your God, who is among you, is a great and awesome God. 22 The LORD your God 
will drive out those nations before you, little by little. You will not be allowed to 
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eliminate them all at once, or the wild animals will multiply around you. 23 But the 
LORD your God will deliver them over to you, throwing them into great confusion until 
they are destroyed. 24 He will give their kings into your hand, and you will wipe out 
their names from under heaven. No one will be able to stand up against you; you will 
destroy them.                 
  25 The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire. Do not covet the silver and 
gold on them, and do not take it for yourselves, or you will be ensnared by it, for it is 
detestable to the LORD your God. 26 Do not bring a detestable thing into your house or 
you, like it, will be set apart for destruction. Utterly abhor and detest it, for it is set apart 
for destruction.

Deut 8
  1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live 
and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your 
forefathers. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these 
forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger 
and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach 
you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty 
years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God 
disciplines you.                                                                                                                    

 6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering 
him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and 
pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, 
vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be 
scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper 
out of the hills.                                                                                                        

 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good 
land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to 
observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Other- 
wise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and 
when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have 
is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast 
and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and 
scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the 
desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the 
end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of 
my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it 
is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 
swore to your forefathers, as it is today.                                                                                         

 19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and 
bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like 

John  D. Fortner, Ph.D. / Harding University / Fall 2009  9

  
PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the 
LORD your God.

Deut 9
 1Hear, O Israel. You are now about to cross the Jordan to go in and dispossess 
nations greater and stronger than you, with large cities that have walls up to the sky. 2The 
people are strong and tall—Anakites! You know about them and have heard it said: “Who 
can stand up against the Anakites?” 3But be assured today that the LORD your God is the 
one who goes across ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will destroy them; he will 
subdue them before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate them quickly, as the 
LORD has promised you.                                                                                                         

4 After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to 
yourself, “The LORD has brought me here to take possession of this land 
because of my righteousness.” No, it is on account of the wickedness of these 
nations that the LORD is going to drive them out before you. 5 It is not because 
of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession 
of their land; but on account of the wickedness of these nations, the LORD your 
God will drive them out before you, to accomplish what he swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 6 Understand, then, that it is not because 

 of your righteousness that the LORD your God is giving you this good land to    
 possess, for you are a stiff-necked people.  
 7 Remember this and never forget how you provoked the LORD your God to anger 
in the desert. From the day you left Egypt until you arrived here, you have been rebellious 
against the LORD. 8 At Horeb you aroused the LORD's wrath so that he was angry enough 
to destroy you. 9 When I went up on the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the 
tablets of the covenant that the LORD had made with you, I stayed on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights; I ate no bread and drank no water. 10 The LORD gave me two stone 
tablets inscribed by the finger of God. On them were all the commandments the LORD 
proclaimed to you on the mountain out of the fire, on the day of the assembly.                                                                                                                                     
 11 At the end of the forty days and forty nights, the LORD gave me the two stone 
tablets, the tablets of the covenant. 12 Then the LORD told me, “Go down from here at 
once, because your people whom you brought out of Egypt have become corrupt. They 
have turned away quickly from what I commanded them and have made a cast idol for 
themselves.” 13 And the LORD said to me, “I have seen this people, and they are a stiff-
necked people indeed! 14 Let me alone, so that I may destroy them and blot out their name 
from under heaven. And I will make you into a nation stronger and more numerous than 
they.”                                                                                                                                      
 15 So I turned and went down from the mountain while it was ablaze with fire. And 
the two tablets of the covenant were in my hands. 16 When I looked, I saw that you had 
sinned against the LORD your God; you had made for yourselves an idol cast in the shape 
of a calf. You had turned aside quickly from the way that the LORD had commanded you. 
17 So I took the two tablets and threw them out of my hands, breaking them to pieces 
before your eyes. 18 Then once again I fell prostrate before the LORD for forty days and 
forty nights; I ate no bread and drank no water, because of all the sin you had committed, 
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doing what was evil in the LORD's sight and so provoking him to anger. 19 I feared the 
anger and wrath of the LORD, for he was angry enough with you to destroy you. But again 
the LORD listened to me. 20 And the LORD was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him, 
but at that time I prayed for Aaron too. 21 Also I took that sinful thing of yours, the calf 
you had made, and burned it in the fire. Then I crushed it and ground it to powder as fine 
as dust and threw the dust into a stream that flowed down the mountain.                                                  
 22 You also made the LORD angry at Taberah, at Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah. 
23 And when the LORD sent you out from Kadesh Barnea, he said, "Go up and take 
possession of the land I have given you." But you rebelled against the command of the 
LORD your God. You did not trust him or obey him. 24 You have been rebellious against 
the LORD ever since I have known you.                                                                             

 25 I lay prostrate before the LORD those forty days and forty nights because the 
LORD had said he would destroy you. 26 I prayed to the LORD and said, “O Sovereign 
LORD, do not destroy your people, your own inheritance that you redeemed by your great 
power and brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27 Remember your servants 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Overlook the stubbornness of this people, their wickedness 
and their sin. 28 Otherwise, the country from which you brought us will say, ‘Because the 
LORD was not able to take them into the land he had promised them, and because he 
hated them, he brought them out to put them to death in the desert.’ 29 But they are your 
people, your inheritance that you brought out by your great power and your outstretched 
arm.”

Deut 10
 1At that time the LORD said to me, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones 
and come up to me on the mountain. Also make a wooden chest. 2 I will write on the 
tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. Then you are to put them 
in the chest.” 3 So I made the ark out of acacia wood and chiseled out two stone tablets 
like the first ones, and I went up on the mountain with the two tablets in my hands. 4 The 
LORD wrote on these tablets what he had written before, the Ten Commandments he had 
proclaimed to you on the mountain, out of the fire, on the day of the assembly. And the 
LORD gave them to me. 5 Then I came back down the mountain and put the tablets in the 
ark I had made, as the LORD commanded me, and they are there now.                                                  

 6 (The Israelites traveled from the wells of the Jaakanites to Moserah. There Aaron 
died and was buried, and Eleazar his son succeeded him as priest. 7 From there they 
traveled to Gudgodah and on to Jotbathah, a land with streams of water. 8 At that time the 
LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand 
before the LORD to minister and to pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do today. 
9 That is why the Levites have no share or inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is 
their inheritance, as theLORD your God told them.)                                                                            
 10 Now I had stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, as I did the first time, 
and the LORD listened to me at this time also. It was not his will to destroy you. 11 “Go,” 
the LORD said to me, “and lead the people on their way, so that they may enter and 
possess the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.”                                                        
 12 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that 
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I am giving you today for your own good?                                                                                          
 14 To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth 
and everything in it. 15 Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, 
and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today.  16 Circumcise 
your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. 17 For the LORD your God is 
God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no 
partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 19 And you are to love those who are 
aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. 20 Fear the LORD your God and serve him. 
Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 21 He is your praise; he is your God, 
who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes.   
22 Your forefathers who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the LORD 
your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.

Deut 11
  1Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his 
commands always. 2 Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw and 
experienced the discipline of the LORD your God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his 
outstretched arm; 3 the signs he performed and the things he did in the heart of Egypt, 
both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole country; 4 what he did to the Egyptian 
army, to its horses and chariots, how he overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red 
Sea as they were pursuing you, and how the LORD brought lasting ruin on them. 5 It was 
not your children who saw what he did for you in the desert until you arrived at this place, 
6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the Reubenite, when the earth 
opened its mouth right in the middle of all Israel and swallowed them up with their 
households, their tents and every living thing that belonged to them. 7 But it was your own 
eyes that saw all these great things the LORD has done.                                                           
 8 Observe therefore all the commands I am giving you today, so that you may 
have the strength to go in and take over the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess,  9 and so that you may live long in the land that the LORD swore to your 
forefathers to give to them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey.               
10 The land you are entering to take over is not like the land of Egypt, from which you 
have come, where you planted your seed and irrigated it by foot as in a vegetable garden. 
11 But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a land of mountains 
and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. 12 It is a land the LORD your God cares for; the 
eyes of the LORD your God are continually on it from the beginning of the year to its end.      
 13 So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the LORD 
your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul— 14 then I will send 
rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in 
your grain, new wine and oil. 15 I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you 
will eat and be satisfied.                                                                                                    

 16 Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow 
down to them. 17 Then the LORD's anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens 
so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from 
the good land the LORD is giving you. 18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; 
tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.                                                                                    
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 19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20 Write them on 
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21 so that your days and the days of 
your children may be many in the land that the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as 
many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.                                                                         
 22 If you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you to follow—to 

love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways and to hold fast to him— 23 then 
the LORD will drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess 
nations larger and stronger than you. 24 Every place where you set your foot 
will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from 
the Euphrates River to the western sea. 25 No man will be able to stand against 
you. The LORD your God, as he promised you, will put the terror and fear of 
you on the whole land, wherever you go. 26 See, I am setting before you today a 
blessing and a curse— 27 the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD 
your God that I am giving you today; 28 the curse if you disobey the commands 
of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by 
following other gods, which you have not known. 

 29 When the LORD your God has brought you into the land you are entering to 
possess, you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount Ebal the 
curses. 30 As you know, these mountains are across the Jordan, west of the road, toward 
the setting sun, near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory of those Canaanites living in 
the Arabah in the vicinity of Gilgal. 31 You are about to cross the Jordan to enter and take 
possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you. When you have taken it over and 
are living there, 32 be sure that you obey all the decrees and laws I am setting before you 
today.

Josh 2:1-14  ORTHODOX CONFESSION & THE PROSELYTISM OF A CANAANITE “INN KEEPER”

 1Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the 
land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute 
named Rahab and stayed there.                                                                                                                                                                 
 2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look! Some of the Israelites have come here 
tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring 
out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out 
the whole land.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men 
came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to 
close the city gate, the men left. I don't know which way they went. Go after them quickly. 
You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them 
under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the 
spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had 
gone out, the gate was shut.                                                                                                                                                                                           
 8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to 
them, “I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has 
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fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 

We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you 
came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites 
east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our hearts 
melted and everyone's courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in 
heaven above and on the earth below. 12 Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that 
you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a 
sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, 
and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death.”   14 “Our lives for your 
lives!” the men assured her. “If you don't tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly 
and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.” 

Josh 5:13-15  ISRAEL’S WARFARE VRS. CANAAN IS NOT ABOUT ESTABLISHING ISRAEL’S
             VIABILITY AS A POLITICAL STATE: GOD TAKES NO HUMAN “SIDE” IN THE        

    CONQUEST

 13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in 
front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, 
“Are you for us or for our enemies?”  14 “Neither,” he replied, "but as 
commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell 
facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my 
Lord have for his servant?”  15 The commander of the LORD's army replied, “Take 
off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.”  And Joshua did so.

Josh 13-17   THE DIFFICULTIES OF ISRAELITE TRIBES IN TAKING POSSESSION OF THEIR
           TERRITORIES & THEIR ACCOMMODATION TO THE INDIGENOUS CANAANITE

                       POPULATION

Josh 13:13
But the Israelites did not drive out the people of Geshur and Maacah, so they continue to live 
among the Israelites to this day.

Josh 15:63
Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites 
live there with the people of Judah.

Josh 16:10
They [Ephraim] did not dislodge the Canaanites living in Gezer; to this day the Canaanites live 
among the people of Ephraim but are required to do forced labor.

Josh 17:12-13
Yet the Manassites were not able to occupy these towns, for the Canaanites were determined to 
live in that region.  However, when the Israelites grew stronger, they subjected the Canaanites to 
forced labor but did not drive them out completely.
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Josh 17:14-18
The people of Joseph [i.e. Ephraim & Manasseh] said to Joshua, “Why have you given us only 
one allotment and one portion for an inheritance? We are a numerous people and the LORD has 
blessed us abundantly." “If you are so numerous,” Joshua answered, “and if the hill country of 
Ephraim is too small for you, go up into the forest and clear land for yourselves there in the land 
of the Perizzites and Rephaites.”
 The people of Joseph replied, “The hill country is not enough for us, and all the 
Canaanites who live in the plain have iron chariots, both those in Beth Shan and its settlements 
and those in the Valley of Jezreel.”
 But Joshua said to the house of Joseph—to Ephraim and Manasseh—“You are 
numerous and very powerful. You will have not only one allotment but the forested hill country 
as well. Clear it, and its farthest limits will be yours; though the Canaanites have iron chariots 
and though they are strong, you can drive them out.”

Josh 19:47

(But the Danites had difficulty taking possession of their territory, so they went up and attacked 
Leshem, took it, put it to the sword and occupied it. They settled in Leshem and named it Dan 
after their forefather.) 

Judges 1:19-35: THE DIFFICULTIES OF ISRAELITE TRIBES IN TAKING POSSESSION OF                
       THEIR TERRITORIES & THEIR ACCOMMODATION TO THE INDIGENOUS

        CANAANITE POPULATION

Judges 1:19
The LORD was with the men of Judah. They took possession of the hill country, but they were 
unable to drive the people from the plains, because they had iron chariots.

Judges 1:21
The Benjamites, however, failed to dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this 
day the Jebusites live there with the Benjamites.

Judges 1:27-28
But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo 
and their surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were determined to live in that land. When 
Israel became strong, they pressed the Canaanites into forced labor but never drove them out 
completely.

Judges 1:29
Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer, but the Canaanites continued to live 
there among them. 

Judges 1:30
Neither did Zebulun drive out the Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol, who remained among 
them; but they did subject them to forced labor. 

Judges 1:31-32
Nor did Asher drive out those living in Acco or Sidon or Ahlab or Aczib or Helbah or Aphek or 
Rehob, and because of this the people of Asher lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the 
land.
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Judges 1:33-36
Neither did Naphtali drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath; but the Naphtalites 
too lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land, and those living in Beth Shemesh and 
Beth Anath became forced laborers for them. The Amorites confined the Danites to the hill 
country, not allowing them to come down into the plain. And the Amorites were determined also 
to hold out in Mount Heres, Aijalon and Shaalbim, but when the power of the house of Joseph 
increased, they too were pressed into forced labor. The boundary of the Amorites was from 
Scorpion Pass to Sela and beyond.

Judges 2:1-5  COVENANT FAITHLESSNESS IS EXPLICITLY LINKED TO SUCCESS IN                       
   DISPOSSESSING THE CANAANITE POPULATIONS

 1The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up 
out of Egypt and led you into the land that I swore to give to your forefathers. I said, ‘I 
will never break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall not make a covenant with the 
people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’  Yet you have disobeyed me. 
Why have you done this? 3 Now therefore I tell you that I will not drive them out before 
you; they will be thorns in your sides and their gods will be a snare to you.”                                              
 4 When the angel of the LORD had spoken these things to all the Israelites, the 
people wept aloud, 5 and they called that place Bokim.  There they offered sacrifices to the 
LORD.
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Part II
Biblical Indications of the Size of Israel 

at the Time of Her Entry into Canaan

Exod 1:1-14:

1These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob, each 
with his family: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun and 
Benjamin;  4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. 5 The descendants of Jacob 
numbered seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt.                                                                                                                 
6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites 
were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the 
land was filled with them.                                                                                                                    
8 Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 9 
“Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become much too numerous for 
us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more 
numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave 
the country.”
11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they 
built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread 
the Israelites 13 and worked them ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives bitter with 
hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their 
hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly. 

Exod 12:37-38:

37 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six 
hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38 Many other people 
went up with them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.

Num 1:1-3, 44-46:

 1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the 
first day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of 
Egypt.  He said:  2 “Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans 
and families, listing every man by name, one by one.  3 You and Aaron are to 
number by their divisions all the men in Israel twenty years old or more who are 
able to serve in the army. 
44 These were the men counted by Moses and Aaron and the twelve leaders of 
Israel, each one representing his family.  45 All the Israelites twenty years old or 
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more who were able to serve in Israel's army were counted according to their 
families.  46 The total number was 603,550. 

Num 26:1-4, 51:

1 After the plague the LORD said to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, 2 
“Take a census of the whole Israelite community by families—all those twenty 
years old or more who are able to serve in the army of Israel.” 3 So on the plains of 
Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with 
them and said, 4 “Take a census of the men twenty years old or more, as the LORD 
commanded Moses.” These were the Israelites who came out of Egypt: 
51 The total number of the men of Israel was 601,730. 

Deut 4:32-38:

32 Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God 
created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has 
anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 
33 Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you have, 
and lived? 34 Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another 
nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the 
LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? 

35 You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; 
besides him there is no other. 36 From heaven he made you hear his voice to 
discipline you. On earth he showed you his great fire, and you heard his words 
from out of the fire. 37 Because he loved your forefathers and chose their 
descendants after them, he brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and his great 
strength, 38 to drive out before you nations greater and stronger than you and to 
bring you into their land to give it to you for your inheritance, as it is today. 

Deut 7:1-11, 17-24:

1 When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess 
and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger 
than you— 2 and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you 
have defeated them, then you must destroy them totally.  Make no treaty with 
them, and show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your 
daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will turn 
your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD's anger will 
burn against you and will quickly destroy you. 5 This is what you are to do to 
them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their Asherah 
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poles and burn their idols in the fire. 6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your 
God.  The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the 
earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 

7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were 
more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it 
was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers 
that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of 
slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD 
your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a 
thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. 10 But those 
who hate him he will repay to their face by destruction; he will not be slow to 
repay to their face those who hate him. 11 Therefore, take care to follow the 
commands, decrees and laws I give you today. 

17 You may say to yourselves, “These nations are stronger than we are. How can 
we drive them out?” 18 But do not be afraid of them; remember well what the 
LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt. 19 You saw with your own eyes 
the great trials, the miraculous signs and wonders, the mighty hand and 
outstretched arm, with which the LORD your God brought you out. The LORD your 
God will do the same to all the peoples you now fear. 20 Moreover, the LORD your 
God will send the hornet among them until even the survivors who hide from you 
have perished. 21 Do not be terrified by them, for the LORD your God, who is 
among you, is a great and awesome God. 22 The LORD your God will drive out 
those nations before you, little by little. You will not be allowed to eliminate them 
all at once, or the wild animals will multiply around you. 23 But the LORD your God 
will deliver them over to you, throwing them into great confusion until they are 
destroyed. 24 He will give their kings into your hand, and you will wipe out their 
names from under heaven. No one will be able to stand up against you; you will 
destroy them. 

Deut 9:6:

 1 Hear, O Israel. You are now about to cross the Jordan to go in and dispossess 
nations greater and stronger than you, with large cities that have walls up to the 
sky.  2 The people are strong and tall—Anakites! You know about them and have 
heard it said:  “Who can stand up against the Anakites?”  3 But be assured today 
that the LORD your God is the one who goes across ahead of you like a devouring 
fire.  He will destroy them; he will subdue them before you.  And you will drive 
them out and annihilate them quickly, as the LORD has promised you.                               

4 After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself,  
“The LORD has brought me here to take possession of this land because of my 
righteousness.”  No, it is on account of the wickedness of these nations that the 
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LORD is going to drive them out before you.  5 It is not because of your 
righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their 
land; but on account of the wickedness of these nations, the LORD your God will 
drive them out before you, to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  6 Understand, then, that it is not because of your 
righteousness that the LORD your God is giving you this good land to possess, for 
you are a stiff-necked people. 

Deut 11:22-25:

 22 If you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you to follow—to love 
the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways and to hold fast to him— 23 then the 
LORD will drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations 
larger and stronger than you.  24 Every place where you set your foot will be yours: 
Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates 
River to the western sea. 25 No man will be able to stand against you.  The LORD 
your God, as he promised you, will put the terror and fear of you on the whole 
land, wherever you go. 

Josh 4:10-13:

10 Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the 
Jordan until everything the LORD had commanded Joshua was done by the people, 
just as Moses had directed Joshua. The people hurried over, 11 and as soon as all 
of them had crossed, the ark of the LORD and the priests came to the other side 
while the people watched. 12 The men of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh crossed over, armed, in front of the Israelites, as Moses had directed 
them. 13 About forty thousand armed for battle crossed over before the LORD to 
the plains of Jericho for war. 

Josh 13:13:

13 But the Israelites did not drive out the people of Geshur and Maacah, so they 
continue to live among the Israelites to this day. 

Josh 15:63:

63 Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day 
the Jebusites live there with the people of Judah.

Josh 16:10:

10 They did not dislodge the Canaanites living in Gezer; to this day the Canaanites 
live among the people of Ephraim but are required to do forced labor.
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Josh 17:12-13:

12 Yet the Manassites were not able to occupy these towns, for the Canaanites 
were determined to live in that region. 13 However, when the Israelites grew 
stronger, they subjected the Canaanites to forced labor but did not drive them out 
completely. 

Josh 17:14-18:

14 The people of Joseph said to Joshua, “Why have you given us only one 
allotment and one portion for an inheritance? We are a numerous people and the 
LORD has blessed us abundantly.” 
15 “If you are so numerous,” Joshua answered, “and if the hill country of Ephraim 
is too small for you, go up into the forest and clear land for yourselves there in the 
land of the Perizzites and Rephaites.” 
16 The people of Joseph replied, “The hill country is not enough for us, and all the 
Canaanites who live in the plain have iron chariots, both those in Beth Shan and its 
settlements and those in the Valley of Jezreel.” 
17 But Joshua said to the house of Joseph—to Ephraim and Manasseh-“You are 
numerous and very powerful. You will have not only one allotment 18 but the 
forested hill country as well. Clear it, and its farthest limits will be yours; though 
the Canaanites have iron chariots and though they are strong, you can drive them 
out.”

Josh 18:1-10:

1 The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the Tent of 
Meeting there. The country was brought under their control, 2 but there were still 
seven Israelite tribes who had not yet received their inheritance. 
3 So Joshua said to the Israelites: “How long will you wait before you begin to take 
possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you? 4 
Appoint three men from each tribe. I will send them out to make a survey of the 
land and to write a description of it, according to the inheritance of each. Then 
they will return to me. 5 You are to divide the land into seven parts. Judah is to 
remain in its territory on the south and the house of Joseph in its territory on the 
north. 6 After you have written descriptions of the seven parts of the land, bring 
them here to me and I will cast lots for you in the presence of the LORD our God. 7 

The Levites, however, do not get a portion among you, because the priestly 
service of the LORD is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh have already received their inheritance on the east side of the Jordan. 
Moses the servant of the LORD gave it to them.” 
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8 As the men started on their way to map out the land, Joshua instructed them, “Go 
and make a survey of the land and write a description of it. Then return to me, and 
I will cast lots for you here at Shiloh in the presence of the LORD.” 9 So the men 
left and went through the land. They wrote its description on a scroll, town by 
town, in seven parts, and returned to Joshua in the camp at Shiloh. 10 Joshua then 
cast lots for them in Shiloh in the presence of the LORD, and there he distributed 
the land to the Israelites according to their tribal divisions.

Josh 19:47:

47 (But the Danites had difficulty taking possession of their territory, so they went 
up and attacked Leshem, took it, put it to the sword and occupied it. They settled 
in Leshem and named it Dan after their forefather.) 

Judges 1:1-26:

1 After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who will be the first to 
go up and fight for us against the Canaanites?” 2 The LORD answered, "Judah is to 
go; I have given the land into their hands." 3 Then the men of Judah said to the 
Simeonites their brothers, “Come up with us into the territory allotted to us, to 
fight against the Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into yours.” So the 
Simeonites went with them.                                                                                                                            
              

4 When Judah attacked, the LORD gave the Canaanites and Perizzites into their 
hands and they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. 5 It was there that they 
found Adoni-Bezek and fought against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and 
Perizzites. 6 Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased him and caught him, and cut off his 
thumbs and big toes. 7 Then Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with their thumbs 
and big toes cut off have picked up scraps under my table. Now God has paid me 
back for what I did to them.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there.                                                                                                                                                                                               

8 The men of Judah attacked Jerusalem also and took it. They put the city to the 
sword and set it on fire. 9 After that, the men of Judah went down to fight against 
the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev and the western foothills. 10 
They advanced against the Canaanites living in Hebron (formerly called Kiriath 
Arba) and defeated Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai.                                                    11 From 
there they advanced against the people living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath 
Sepher). 12 And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Acsah in marriage to the man 
who attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher.” 13 Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger 
brother, took it; so Caleb gave his daughter Acsah to him in marriage.                                                                                                                                                                             

14 One day when she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask her father for a field. 
When she got off her donkey, Caleb asked her, “What can I do for you?”                  15 
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She replied, "Do me a special favor. Since you have given me land in the Negev, 
give me also springs of water." Then Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs. 

16 The descendants of Moses' father-in-law, the Kenite, went up from the City of 
Palms with the men of Judah to live among the people of the Desert of Judah in the 
Negev near Arad.    

17 Then the men of Judah went with the Simeonites their brothers and attacked the 
Canaanites living in Zephath, and they totally destroyed the city. Therefore it was 
called Hormah. 18 The men of Judah also took Gaza, Ashkelon and Ekron—each 
city with its territory.                                    

19 The LORD was with the men of Judah. They took possession of the hill country, 
but they were unable to drive the people from the plains, because they had iron 
chariots. 20 As Moses had promised, Hebron was given to Caleb, who drove from 
it the three sons of Anak. 21 The Benjamites, however, failed to dislodge the 
Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live there with the 
Benjamites.  22 Now the house of Joseph attacked Bethel, and the LORD was with 
them. 23 When they sent men to spy out Bethel (formerly called Luz), 24 the spies 
saw a man coming out of the city and they said to him, “Show us how to get into 
the city and we will see that you are treated well.” 25 So he showed them, and they 
put the city to the sword but spared the man and his whole family. 26 He then went 
to the land of the Hittites, where he built a city and called it Luz, which is its name 
to this day. 
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