POLS 306

Public Policy
Lecture Four
Today’s Menu

· Your Paper

· Your Library

· Your Peers

· Your Homework

Generally

What Do I Need to Know?

· That’s the eternal question for a policy paper.

· People need the information you will gather in order to make good decisions.

What Do I Need to Know?

· Current Situation

· How’d we get to this point?

· Proposed Changes or Policy Options

· What are you planning to do about it? 

· What are my other options?

· Fiscal Questions

· Will it generate revenue?

· How much is it gonna cost me?

· Political Questions

· Who loves it?

· Who hates it?

· Analytical Recommendation

· So, what do you think we should do?

Three Key Skills

· Documentation

· When you research, take NOTES!!!

· Record not just the information or the quote, but the source.

· Full footnote info

· You won’t be sorry if you do; you’ll be really sad if you don’t

Hansel and Gretel, meet Kate!

Three Key Skills

· Organization

· Figure out what you want to say

· Prepare an outline

· Use organizational headings

· Do NOT say: “In this paper I am going to tell you the following…”

· Remember the end-user

Three Key Skills

· Presentation

· Write it well

· Do a spell check

· Proofread it

· Proofread it again 24 hours later

· Which means…

· DON’T TRY TO DO THIS IN ONE NIGHT!!!
Specifically 

Remember Miles Law?

· What would you guess “occupational socialization” means?

· Professional, organization, and methodological bias.

· You are currently sitting in academia.

· THIS is an excellent example – The former legislative analyst (3-5 pages max, one page summary, no footnotes) now wants a full academic research paper.  That’s my stand…

From Your Syllabus, Which I’m Sure You’ve Read…

· 2)  Research Project – Policy Paper:   This requires a significant amount of research, so start early.  Each person should prepare a well organized, well researched, well documented policy analysis. Your topics must come from within the public policy areas discussed in chapters 4-14 of your textbook.  We will sign up for topics during the first two weeks of class. There will be a lecture on the format and structure of the paper on January 21st.  
· The paper must be a minimum of eight pages long. You must include of a Policy Review, a one page (maximum) Summary and Analysis, and a one page (maximum) Recommendation.  Sources must include at least two journal articles and one book.
· For your Policy Review:  You will develop an understanding of a specific policy, the decisions that led up to the development of the policy, and the results of implementation of the policy.  
· For your Summary Analysis and your Policy Recommendation:  You will adopt the role of a policy analyst who makes recommendations to a legislative body.  Building on your knowledge gained from the Policy Review, you will briefly summarize the policy, develop an analysis of the success or failure of the same policy and make recommendations as to incremental changes in the policy
· All papers must be well organized and grammatically correct.  A "C" paper will be factually accurate and will be well presented. A "B" paper be factually accurate and include insightful analytical comments.  An "A" paper will be very well written and will include history and background on the development of the policy, a thorough mastery of the facts and insightful analytical comments. 
· Footnotes are required, as are print-outs of all web sources and a bibliography.  Be wary of the temptation to simply "cut and paste".   Do not do it; it is plagiarism.  This project is due on the first class period covering the chapter related to your policy issue. 

A Little Visual Aid

· These are journals.  

· Three journals of the American Political Science Association

Dr. Breezeel Wants You to Know:
· A little visual aid - 

· These are journals.  

· Three journals of the American Political Science Association

· If it isn’t peer reviewed and footnoted, it isn’t an academic journal.

· Ask yourself this – how nerdly are the authors?

· Footnote anything that isn’t common knowledge, even if it isn’t a direct quote.

· If  you can buy a subscription to it in your High School’s magazine sale, it isn’t an academic journal.
And now…

The Star of our Show…
Here is the link to the presentation by Lisa Burley on research tools.

Learning from the pain of others

· 460-461 survivors, please share for a moment.
