OVERVIEW OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Know the basic ideas of each section of the Constitution and purpose of the 27 amendments. Your assignment also includes reading the full text of the Constitution in the textbook. Quiz 1 will cover the Original Seven Articles and the list of powers for each branch.

Preamble (1788)

The prologue sets forth the goals and objectives the Constitution is to accomplish. They are: 
1. Form a more perfect union, 

2. Establish justice, 

3. Insure domestic tranquility, 

4. Provide for the common defense, 

5. Promote the general welfare, 

6. Secure the blessings of liberty. 

Original Seven Articles (1788)

Article I – Congress/Legislative Branch
Provides for a Congress as the legislative branch of government. Details the Structure, Qualifications, Procedures, and Powers of Congress.

Article II – Presidency/Executive Branch
Powers, duties, and method of presidential selection are specified. 

Article III – Courts/Judicial Branch
Creates a Supreme Court, and provides that Congress "may" establish lower courts.  Identifies cases under federal jurisdiction.
Article IV – Federalism 

1. States must give full faith and credit to public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of other state

2. Nonresidents of a state have the same legal rights as residents, Extradition 

3. Rules for admission of new States and governing of territories 
4. Protection of States – Guarantees Republican form of government, protection from invasion, and protection against domestic violence (upon request by state authorities)

Article V – Amendment Procedures: 
Amendments may be proposed by:

1. Two-Thirds vote by both Houses of Congress

2. Convention called at request of 2/3 of state legislatures

Amendments may be ratified by:

1. Three fourths of state legislatures

2. Ratifying conventions held in three fourths of states 

Article VI – Miscellaneous 

1. Responsibility for Debts 

2. Supremacy of Federal Law and Treaties 

3. Oaths of Office to Support the Constitution 
Article VII: Ratification Procedures 

Amendments

Bill of Rights (1791-1992)  -- Quiz 2
1. Basic Freedoms: Freedom of speech, press, religion, assembly, and petition. (1791) 

2. Right to keep and bear arms. (1791) 

3. Soldiers not to be quartered in private homes. (1791) 

4. Prohibition against unreasonable searches and seizures. (1791) 

5. Rights when accused: Indictment by Grand Jury, Protection from Double Jeopardy, protection against self-incrimination, guarantee of due process of law, compensation must be provided for private property taken for public use. (1791) 

6. Rights when on trial: speedy trial, impartial jury, an attorney, to confront witnesses, to compel testimony, to be informed of charges. (1791) 

7. Jury trial in civil cases (1791) 

8. Prohibition against cruel or unusual punishment and excessive bail. (1791) 

9. Any rights not listed are not to be denied to the people. (1791) 

10. Powers not delegated to the national government nor prohibited to the states are reserved to the states or the people. (1791) 
Other Amendments – Quiz 3
11. Limits on suits against states (1798)

12. Reformed the Electoral College. (1804) 

13. Prohibits slavery. (1865) 
14. Citizenship guaranteed. States may not deny due process or equal protection to any person (1869) 

15. Voting rights cannot be denied because of race. (1870) 

16. Allows Congress to pass a graduated income tax. (1913) 

17. Direct popular election of U.S. Senators. (1913) 

18. National prohibition of liquor. (1919) 

19. Voting rights for women. (1920) 

20. Lame Duck Amendment: Changed date to January 20th for the beginning of terms of office for President and January 3rd for Congress. (1933) 
21. Prohibition repealed. (1933) 

22. Two elected terms limit for the President. (1951) 

23. Washington D.C. given electoral votes for Presidential Elections (1961)
24. Prohibits poll tax as requirement for voting. (1964) 

25. Presidential succession, filling vice-presidential vacancy, and presidential disability. (1967) 

26. Set voting age at 18. (1971) 
27. Congress cannot vote itself a raise that takes effect before the next election. (1992) 

Powers of Congress

1. Exercise Legislative removal authority 
2. Impeachment and removal 
3. Declare war

4. Selection of Congressional officers
5. Judge results of congressional elections

6. Determine procedural rules 

7. Punish or expel members for improper behavior

8. Alter election procedures 

9. Override Presidential veto

10. Tax

11. Borrow money

12. Pay debts

13. Provide For defense & welfare

14. Regulate commerce: with foreign states, between states, with Indian tribes

15. Establish rules for naturalization (obtaining citizenship)

16. Establish uniform laws for bankruptcy

17. Coin money

18. Regulate value of money 

19. Fix standards of weights and measures

20. Punish counterfeiting

21. Establish post offices and roads

22. Copyrights and patents
23. Establish lower courts 

24. Define and punish piracy

25. Define and punish crimes on high seas 

26. Define and punish offenses against the law of nations

27. Grant letters of marque and reprisal

28. Make rules concerning captures on land and water

29. Raise and support armies

30. Provide and maintain navy

31. Make rules for governing armed forces

32. Provide for calling the militia into national service

33. Make rules for governing the militia while in national service

34. Govern the District of Columbia 

35. Make all laws necessary and proper for executing powers granted

Powers of the President

1. Exercise executive power

2. Serve as Commander-in-chief of the armed forces and the militia while in national service

3. Require written opinions from executive officials

4. Grant reprieves and pardons for federal crimes (except impeachment) 

5. Make treaties – with advice and consent of 2/3 in Senate

6. Nominate: with advice and consent of majority in Senate

a. Ambassadors, public ministers, consuls 
b. Judges of the Supreme Court

c. Other federal officials
7. Recess Appointments
8. Inform Congress of State of Union

9. Make recommendations for Congressional consideration
10. Convene Congress 

11. Receive foreign diplomats
12. Faithfully execute the laws

13. commission all officers of the United States 

Powers of Courts 

1. Exercise Judicial Power over all cases:

a. arising under the Constitution 

b. arising under the laws of the United States 

c. arising under treaties 

d. affecting diplomats 

e. affecting admiralty or maritime jurisdiction

f. where the United States is a party

g. involving controversies between two or more states

h. involving citizens from different states

i. involving conflicting land claims between states

