· Politics

· Is NOT a dirty word

· It is a process

· It is a neutral vessel which holds 

· Contest 

· Will

· Compromise

· Power

· In the end, it yields

· Policy

· The first step is an election

· Political Parties and Interest Groups both play a part

· Elections

· Voting is the differential gear

·  It transfers power from the engine to the wheels

· WE are the engine!
· Progressives’ Election Reforms

· direct primaries - as opposed to delegates


· non-partisan elections - 70 % of cities use


· at large elections
 - as opposed to wards

· This has had trouble with the courts over race

· initiative/referendum/recall

· secret ballot - Bryan/ McKinley race 1896

· professional city managers

· A More Recent Reform

· National Voter Registration Act of 1993

· Motor Voter Act

· Mail in applications

· Governmental agencies serving as registration points

· No removal for simply not voting

· Intent was to expand registration - est. 40 million

· Has yielded an increase in “independent” registration

· California challenged as unfunded mandate, not heard

· The Most Recent Reform

· Help America Vote Act of 2002

· Other Provisions

· TITLE I: ANTIQUATED MACHINE BUY-OUT

· $325 million appropriated in FY 2003 for buying out punch-card and lever voting  machines.

· $325 million appropriated in FY 2003 for automatic payments to states to improve election administration. Each state has discretion to spend these funds on areas needing improvement.

· States get funds based on their voting age population. Each state is guaranteed to receive at least $5 million under this title.

· Is this a funded or unfunded mandate?

· TITLE V: HELP AMERICA VOTE COLLEGE PROGRAM

· $5 million to encourage college students to participate in the political process by volunteering as poll workers.

· TITLE VI: HELP AMERICA VOTE FOUNDATION

· $5 million to encourage high school students to participate in the political process by volunteering as poll workers.

· TITLE VII: MILITARY

· Provisions to improve ballot access for military and overseas voters.

· Other Provisions

· Identification Requirements

· States must set up new systems to verify voters’ identities:

· When registering to vote, individuals must provide a driver’s license number or, if the voter does not have a driver’s license, the last 4 digits of the Social Security number. If an individual does not have either number, he or she will be assigned a unique identifier.

· First-time voters who register by mail are required to provide identification when they cast their ballots.

· States are obligated to maintain clean and accurate voter registration lists.

· Voters who cast their ballots after the designated poll-closing time as a result of a court order will have their ballots segregated and counted separately.

· Arkansas’ New Voting Requirements:

· What are the requirements?

· You must:

·  Be a U.S. citizen.

·  Be an Arkansas resident (residing in Arkansas at least 31 days prior to the first election in which you will vote).

·  Be age 18 or turn 18 before the next election.

·  Not be a convicted felon who has not been discharged or pardoned.

·  Not be presently adjudged as mentally incompetent regarding your ability to vote by a court of competent jurisdiction.

·  Not be registered elsewhere - in another county in Arkansas or another state.

· Arkansas’ County Board of Election Commissioners

· Composition

· Chair of majority party

· Chair of minority party

· One person, selected by state board from a list of 5 submitted by majority party

· Responsibilities

· Apportion quorum court districts

· Set precincts, print ballots, employee poll workers, count and certify results
· Election terminology

· precinct

· ward

· political party affiliation

· Arkansans are not required to declare party affiliation
· Types of Primaries
· Closed (26)

· Declare party preference in advance, vote only in that primary

· Open (20)

· May choose which primary at polling place each time

· Blanket

· Recently found unconstitutional.

· Was used in Washington (and California and Alaska) - vote office by office for primary candidates  -may switch party on same ballot

· Washington looked at the Louisiana method… But adopted an open primary approach!

· Louisiana  (It IS a whole other country!)

· All inclusive primary – (Jungle Primary) top two vote getters go to the general election

· Super Tuesday

· Primaries, Run-offs and General Elections

• The primary is where the contestants for each side are determined



Think of it as a “qualifying round”

•  The run-off election narrows the field 
· The general election is THE contest

· One person per party (unless you live in Louisiana…)

· Louisiana Elections Calendar:
· Arkansas’ “General Primary”

· This is our run-off election

· Was called the “Yellow Dog” election

· Arkansas Dates for 2008:

· Presidential Preferential Primary: Feb 5th 

· SUPER DUPER!!!

· Regular Primary and Non-Partisan General: May 20th

· General Primary Runoff:  June 10th

· General Election: November 4th

· Municipal, County and Non-Partisan General Election Runoff: November 25th if needed

· General Election

· 1st Tuesday after the 1st Monday in November

· US, State, County, Municipal, Judicial Offices

· Ballot issues

· Constitutional amendments

· (School elections are in September)
· Register to Vote:

· Online at http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/elections_pdfs/voter/voter_reg_ap_ar.pdf
· Apply in person at one of the following locations:

· 1) County Clerk’s Office in your home county 

· White Count Courthouse (red building across from the Rialto)

· 2) State Revenue Office, Driver Services (pick up a paper form or ask for your information to be
transmitted electronically)

· 3) Public Library or Arkansas State Library

· 4) Public Assistance Agency

· 5) Disability Agency

· 6) Military Recruitment Office

· 7) Arkansas National Guard

· 8) Any Voter Registration Drive

· Take your Arkansas picture ID or other picture ID, such as military or Harding ID
· Political Parties and Interest Groups 

· 25% of adults have worked for a political party or candidate

· Less than 10% have been members of a political club or organization

· 60% of adults are members of one or more organized interest group

· Which is Which?

· Political Parties

· Link voters to government by running candidates for office who advocate certain programs or positions and who will implement them if elected

· A group that seeks to elect candidates to public office by supplying them with a label – a party identification – by which they are known to the electorate 

· The Three Faces of Eve

· Political parties exist in three arenas:

· Among identifying voters

· “I am a member of no organized party, I am a Democrat.”  Will Rogers

· The grassroots organization staffed and led by activists

· The officials elected with that party’s label

· Which is Which?

· Interest Groups

· Link citizens to government by organizing citizens with similar viewpoints on a specific policy area and presenting these views to government official (not necessarily elected)

· Wilson says there are two types:  

· Institutional interests (a group of groups)

· and membership interests (a group of individuals)
· What’s In It For Me?

· Interest Groups offer:

· Information

· Association

· Education

· And possibly the most compelling…

· Financial incentives such as discounts and mass purchasing programs:

·   AAA and AARP Discount Rates
·  Thursday - Sunday Special
AAA 10% discount off the regular website rate
AARP 10% discount off the regular website rate
Based upon availability. Must present discount card upon check in to receive these rates. 

· AAA DISCOUNT

· AAARP DISCOUNT
· Which is Which?

· Political Parties

· Primary purpose is to choose and equip candidates

· Limited to political activity

· Broad array of issue

· Stands taken on all policy questions

· Must appeal to the broadest spectrum of electorate

· Compromise is absolutely necessary

· Diversity is a fact - “Big Tent” 

· Interest Groups

· Do not run candidates

· Carry out political and non-political activities

· May be concerned with only one or a very limited scope of issues

· Less inclusive, smaller

· Not as willing to compromise

· More unity among members
· Another Delineation:
 The Professional Vs. Amateurs 
(Ignore the value judgment inherent in these labels!)
· Amateurs

· Reform minded

· Advocate particular positions

· Enter with a desire to further a cause

· Not likely to compromise

· May choose issue over party

· Another Delineation:
 The Professional Vs. Amateurs 


· The Professional

· Wants to win elections

· Will compromise if needed to win

· Enjoy the “game”

· How CAN Mary Maitlin be married to James Carville?

· Always Remember

· Compared to WHAT?

· Democracy


· Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of sin and woe. No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst form of Government except all those others that have been tried from time to time. 
Winston Churchill 
· Perhaps the biggest problem with Democracy is that people can get exactly the government that they deserve.

