POLS 205

American National Government

Lecture 1:

The Role of Government

Our Imperfect But Amazing Organism

American Symbology

We are all __________; we are all different…

I’m not…

How do you govern this mess?

· 1st Kings 3:8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.   9 So give your servant a discerning heart to _________ your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"   10 The Lord was _______ that Solomon had asked for this. 

The Declaration of Independence
(July 1776)

· We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created _______, that they are endowed by their ________ with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their _____ _________ from the _________ of the _________.  That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.   And that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of __________ _____________, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

Justice Clarence Thomas:

· Quite obviously though, Jefferson did not mean that we are all equal in a physical or intellectual sense, or in physical or intellectual attributes. Such would be a self-evident ____________ rather than a self-evident truth. No, what Jefferson meant, like John Locke before him, was that we are all created ______ by _______, endowed with the capacity to reason and with free will, thus sufficiently sharing in human nature as to render it unjust for any man to rule another without consent. 

· Articles of _________________ - 1777

The Constitution (1787-1789)

The Preamble:
We the ________________ of the United States, in Order to form a ______ perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

· Why the ___________ is leaving you in the dust politically…

Why this matters:

But you are involved.  ________ is as much a political position as is _______.  Either position will influence who gets what in our society.  Safe streets, good schools, and clean food are political decisions influenced by who participates in making them, who is prevented from participating, and who chooses not to participate.

· Gary Wasserman
The Basics of American Politics, 11th ed.

Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of sin and woe. No one pretends that ____________ is ________ or all-wise. Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst form of Government except all those others that have been tried from time to time. 
Winston ___________

Perhaps the biggest problem with real Democracy is that then people may get exactly the government that they deserve.


Mrs. K.

Remember: They derive their ______ powers from the _______ of the governed.

George Washington’s letter to the Governors (June 14, 1783 )

I now make it my earnest prayer that _____ would have you, and the State over which you preside, in his holy protection; that he would incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to _______, to entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another, for their fellow-citizens of the United States at large, and particularly for brethren who have served in the field; and finally that he would most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do ___________, to love _________, and to demean ourselves with that charity, _____________, and pacific temper of mind, which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and without an humble imitation of whose example in these things, we can never hope to be a happy nation."

