POLS 205

American National Government

Unit 2, Lecture 5:

The Executive Branch
Historical Setting:

Between the Georges

The Scene: a field of “lovely filth”.  The Players:  Two Peasants and their King, Arthur:
WOMAN: 
Order, eh? Who does he think he is? Heh. 
ARTHUR: 
I am your king! 
WOMAN: 
Well, I didn't vote for you. 

ARTHUR: 
You don't vote for kings.

WOMAN: 
Well, how did you become King, then? 
ARTHUR: 
The Lady of the Lake,... 
[angels sing] 

...her arm clad in the purest shimmering samite, held aloft Excalibur from the bosom of the water signifying by Divine Providence that I, Arthur, was to carry Excalibur. 

[singing stops] 

That is why I am your king!
DENNIS:
 Listen. Strange women lying in ponds distributing swords is no basis for a system of government. Supreme executive power derives from a mandate from the masses, not from some farcical aquatic ceremony. 
ARTHUR: 
Be quiet! 

DENNIS: 
Well, but you can't expect to wield supreme executive power just 'cause some watery tart threw a sword at you! 

ARTHUR: 
Shut up! 

DENNIS: 
I mean, if I went 'round saying I was an emperor just because some moistened bint had lobbed a scimitar at me, they'd put me away! 

ARTHUR: 
Shut up, will you? Shut up!

DENNIS: 
Ah, now we see the violence inherent in the system. 

ARTHUR: 
Shut up! 

DENNIS: 
Oh! Come and see the violence inherent in the system! Help! Help! I'm being repressed! 

Hail to the Chief

Name me some Presidents.

Who’s your favorite?

Why?

Who’s your least favorite?

Why?

What makes a person want to be president?

Between the Georges:
George Washington 1789-1796

The Legitimacy of the Presidency
The Father of Our Country

A really swell dancer

His decision to send troops to quell the Whiskey Rebellion is the first, but definitely not the last, expansion of presidential power

Residual powers (or inherent powers)

“I greatly fear that my countrymen will expect too much from me…”

Thomas Jefferson 1800-1808

Federalist vs. Anti-federalist

Theory vs. Practice

Presidential Power is OK, if I’m the president…

The Louisiana Purchase

Doubles the size of the country

Weakens checks and balances

Increasing foreign policy role


Andrew Jackson 1828-1836

West vs. East

The President of the “Common Man”

“King Andrew”

Opposed the Bank of the US as a tool for the wealthy

Transforms presidency into a “popular” institution

Jackson’s Kitchen Cabinet


Abraham Lincoln 1860-1865
North vs. South
Commander in Chief

“War Powers”

Emergency Powers

He raised and spent money on his own

He deployed troops

He suspended Habeas Corpus!

Emancipation Proclamation 

A policy making executive order

A federal union, not a confederacy

Theodore Roosevelt 1901-1908

Urban vs. Rural
Vigorous life, Active Government

Expanding diplomatic role
       interventionism

Expanding economic role

interventionism

Trust busting

Expanding environmental role

National Parks

The Imperial Presidency

Woodrow Wilson 1912-1920
Progress vs. Backwardness
Progressivism

Government as a tool to help bring about the perfection of mankind

Further Regulation

Federal Reserve, FTC

World War I (1917-1918) brings HUGE growth in foreign and domestic activity

President’s agenda leads policy discussions

Between the Georges

Harding 1920-1923

Coolidge 1923-1928

Hoover  1928-1932

Sometimes (rarely) presidential power decreases

The Thirty Year Cycle

But generally, “Just this once…”


Franklin Roosevelt 1932-1945
Rich vs. Poor
The first “modern” president

Great Depression begins 1929

The New Deal 1933

World War II 1939 -1945

1931 - 600,000 federal employees; by 1941- 1,400,000

1941 – 1,800,000 active duty military; by 1945 – 12,000,000

1939 – The Executive Office of the President is established

Lyndon B. Johnson 1963-1968

Minority vs. Majority 

Heir to the expansionism of Roosevelt

The Great Society

For in your time we have the opportunity to move not only toward the rich society and the powerful society, but upward to the Great Society.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965

The  War on Poverty

The Viet Nam conflict 1964-1973

Police Action

Ronald Reagan 1980-1988
U.S. Exceptionalism vs. The World
Morning in America

Economic Recovery

Deficits and debt

Devolution to states

“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

The Great Communicator

Going public

Between the Georges: 
George W. Bush 2000 - 2008
???Us vs. Them???
???Multi-Nationalism vs. Unilateralism???

2000 - First election since Benjamin Harrison in 1888 not decided by the popular vote

No Child Left Behind

flexible federalism

September 11th

War against Terror
Department of Homeland Security
Presidents and Power

Overall trend line:  Expansion of executive power

Especially in times of war and national crisis

The “Imperial” Presidency

Expressed Powers

Residual or Inherent Powers

Informal Requirements

Political Experience

Presidency/Vice-Presidency

Adams, Jefferson, Nixon, George H.W. Bush

State Governorship 

Clinton, George W. Bush

Secretary of State

Jefferson, Madison, Monroe

U.S. Senate

John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama
Party Differences

Incumbents – Current President or VP

Party out of Power – Senators or State Governors

Informal Requirements

Personal Characteristics

Physical Appearance

Gender 

Ethnicity

Religion

Social Status

Favored Son of a Large State

Party Support

Presidential Approval Ratings

http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/info-presapp0605-31.html 

Next Up: Rules, Roles and Hats

Formal Requirements – 

Constitutional Requirements

Constitutional Changes

Constitutional and Traditional

Roles
Powers

