POLS 205

American National Government

Civil Liberties and Civil Rights Unit, Lecture 5:

The Struggle for Civil Rights
Civil Rights

Protecting Ourselves from… Ourselves

Colin, Condi and Karen

Page 207, Ten Minutes From Normal

In a Perfect World:
Colossians 3:11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Civil Rights Cases

Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896)

Upheld the 1890 Louisiana statute called the "Separate Car Act", which stated "that all railway companies carrying passengers in their coaches in this state, shall provide equal but separate accommodations for the white, and colored races… 

Brown vs. The Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954)

"We conclude that the doctrine of 'separate but equal' has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal."

—Chief Justice Earl Warren

Civil Rights Legislation

Civil Rights Act of 1964

Based on the Commerce Clause

Aimed to eliminate discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender or religion

Amendment 24 (1964)

No poll taxes

Voting Rights Act of 1965

No literacy tests, no “grandfather clauses”

Civil Rights Act of 1968

Forbade discrimination in housing

Equal Rights NOW!
Women’s Rights

19th Amendment (1920) Votes for Women

1923 Equal Rights Amendment proposed

1963 Pay Equity Law

1964 Title VII of the Civil Rights Act aims to eliminate gender discrimination
1972 – Title IX of Education Act prohibits sex discrimination – funding for women’s sports

1973 Congress approves Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) for submission for ratification

(The ERA is never ratified, despite an extension of time.  However, “incorporation” of equal rights under the 14th amendment now makes the ERA seem less necessary.)

Other Groups Seeking Civil Rights:

Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgender Americans

Lawrence vs. Texas – overrules Texas sodomy law
Obergefell v. Hodges – Establishes a right to marry for same sex couples

Disabled Americans

1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Requires public building access; reasonable accommodations from employers; includes physical and mental impairments.

Senior Citizens

1967 Age discrimination outlawed via the Age Discrimination in Employment Act.

1978 No more mandatory retirement.

This one is the one to watch!

Why Should I Care?

But civil rights and liberties not only protect individuals, they defend our system of government…  They give us standards by which to judge the players; they underline the historical truth that majorities can be wrong and that leaders can mislead.  (Wasserman p. 178)

Civil rights and liberties are part of what make us a civilized society. We are a society of laws, not men.

How we treat each other matters.  “Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly…”

Which Side Are You On?

John Adams on religiosity: "Neither philosophy, nor religion, nor morality" can govern people "against their vanity, their pride, their resentment, or revenge"; "Nothing but force and power and strength can restrain them."

Judge Learned Hand: Liberty lies in the hearts and minds of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it.

Sir, let me ask you:  "Do you feel it is wrong to discriminate against a person solely on the basis of their race or color?" 

Who Do You Want to Be?

Aug. 23, 1954: 

Charleston, AR

Public schools in Charleston admit 11 black students, making that Franklin County community the first in the former Confederacy’s 11 states to end school segregation. Charleston’s school superintendent waits until Sept. 14 to disclose the desegregation to the news media. Dale Bumpers, later the state’s governor and a prominent U.S. senator, served as legal counsel to the school board at this time.

Fayetteville and Hoxie schools soon follow suit.

It Mattered to That One…

It Matters to God

Malachi 3:5 "So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice…

Matthew 25:44  "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 
45"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 

 In order to form a more perfect union… 


Core American Beliefs:

Private property

Capitalism

Patriotism and exceptionalism

Democracy

Equality

Individual liberty

Central Question:

The nature of man

What they believed informed how they created a government.

What you believe informs how you view and interact with YOUR government!

What you believe informs how you live.
What do you believe?
