POLS 205

American National Government

Christians in Government
Aliens and Strangers:
 Declaring the Glory of God in Unexpected Places

Living Good Lives Among the Pagans

Declaring the Glory of God in Unexpected Places

1 Peter 2:9  (NIV)  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

11  Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

13  Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15  For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

Does God Care About Government?

Should You?

It’s an age old question!

1st Kings 3:8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.

 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 

They asked Jesus…

Matthew 22:15  Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

They debated it in the 14th Century.

And it hasn’t gone away…

But opinions do change…

75 years ago, 75% of the members of the churches of Christ who voted, voted Democrat.

100 years ago, Baptists were known for their total disdain for and refusal to be involved in politics.

In the 109th Congress, there are 2 members of the churches of Christ. That’s .4% of Congress, though we make up 1.2% of the population.
A Brief Historical Interlude…

Indulge me for a moment and take a look at leaders in Christian Higher Education as an example:

Lipscomb, Harding and Armstrong are all passionate advocates for very limited engagement, and some level of Christian pacifism.

The Gospel Advocate as a “seditious” publication!

James A. Harding (1848-1922) : Believed that not only was government NOT the answer, it was part of the problem!

George S. Benson (1898-1991):  At Harding’s namesake institution, Benson becomes involved with advancing our particular form of government as part of US efforts during the Cold War.

In other words…

This Isn’t Easy

But don’t be a chicken like Felix:

Acts 24:25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.” 

We won’t always agree, but the answer isn’t “Whatever….”

So How DO We Make Sense of This?

What do I believe?

What if I’m wrong?

What can we KNOW?

This, I believe…

God Cares and So Should You

1) I Believe Our Earthly Citizenship Belongs to God 

Let’s go back to Jesus and his answer about taxes:

Whose image is on the coin?

My question:

Whose image is stamped on you?

I believe we owe all of ourselves to God, and that includes our earthly citizenship.

\Matthew 22:18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19  Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20  and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?”

21  “Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

22  When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

2) I Believe God Cares About Government

God can and has used his people to do his work through the instrument of government

Joseph – Genesis 50: 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

Daniel – God’s Own Bureaucrat!

Esther – For such a time as this…

Anti-Slavery movements

Child labor reform and child welfare

Civil Rights

NONE of these were perfect people…

Let’s go Back to Solomon

1st Kings 3:8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.

 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 

3) I Believe That Carrying HIS Name Is a Weighty Matter

This is where the rubber meets the road on that whole “good lives among the pagans” thing.

Politics is a VERY public arena.

Sorry, but the standard IS higher for us.

I don’t want God to be embarrassed of our behavior.

But we won’t be perfect!
4)  I Believe We All Need A Pancreas, A Liver and Two Pinky Fingers

Romans 13 isn’t the only passage that may apply to the question of how involved Christians should be in government.

If you struggle with a lust for power, or a “squishy” moral compass, full scale immersion may not be for you.   But if God has given you a heart for service and strong stomach, then step right up!

Romans 12:4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

5)  I Believe That God Is In Charge

He always has been, He always will be.

No matter who the president is…

Or was…

Think about the growth patterns of the first century church.

6)  I Believe in Gratitude

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

I’m not PROUD to be an American…  I didn’t do anything to earn it.  I’m blessed.

I am grateful!

So I choose to engage in the pagan arena of government, all the while giving thanks to God for the opportunity.

As Fonzie once said:
I was WR, I was WRO….

I was not exactly right.

Once I thought I was Wrong, but I was Mistaken…

What if I’m wrong and James A. Harding was right on the whole political question?

OR

What if I get to Heaven and God says:

You completely missed the ball on 

Poverty

Environmental Stewardship

Pacifism

Bearing the Sword

Taxes

Justice

The role of Government

Have you ever heard: How can you call yourself a Christian and be a __________?

I’m counting on three things:

God’s Expansive Grace

The Charity of my Fellow Christians, and

The BIG tent of Christ
Matthew 10:2-4

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3  Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4  Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

So, what can we KNOW?

1)  We must look at  this question with honesty and charity.

2)  We are first and foremost, citizens of heaven, NOT of this world.

3)  We are to live “good lives among the pagans”.

1)  Honesty and Charity 
Our challenge:
To declare the love, grace and glory of God to a pagan world, with charity, while refraining from the chaos of moral relativism.

To make a biblically informed decision.

To be charitable to one another as we struggle with this and other questions while we await the coming of the Lord on this broken planet.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Acts 17: 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

1st Corinthians 13:13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

2) This world is NOT my home!

We are first and foremost, citizens of heaven, NOT of this world

1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.

We have a longer term perspective.

God does care how we treat each other in the here and now.

Jesus heals the sick who will NOT stay well, he raises Lazarus, knowing he will die again.

He feeds both the body and the soul of his followers.

It isn’t my home, but its inhabitants are God’s children.

3) Good Lives Among the Pagans

We are to live good lives among the pagans.

1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

Living a good life includes showing respect and honoring our government.

1 Peter 2:13  Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15  For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

Living a good life is NOT a guarantee that people won’t attack us, but is an answer for when they do.

Daniel 6:4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.  

Living a Good Life means reflecting God’s Love to bring Glory to Him.

1 Peter 2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

My Own Challenge:
Recognizing that…

There IS something so much more important than Good Government:

Reflecting the Glory of God and his Grace

It is my privilege to

Declare the Praises of God Even in Unexpected Places

Endeavor to Live a Good Life Among the Pagans

I must also remember to be like Mary, and “choose what is better.”

Good…

Even better…


