POLS 205

American National Government

Unit 2, Lecture 4:

Our Congress

Appropriations and Apportionment - 

Money and Maps

The Congress of these United States:

Our Legislative Branch

Money and Maps
Appropriations and Apportionment

Show Me the Money

Revenue and Appropriations

Appropriations

Appropriation: the ___________ _________________ to expend governmental funds

How we fund government

___________:  Ways and Means, Finance

Spending:  ________________ Committees

The Big Picture, the whole process: ____________ Committees

To spend money you need:

______________ (an appropriation)

_______________________ (revenue)
You must have ____________
A check book with checks but no cash on deposit will get you in trouble

Cash in the bank, but a lost ATM card still means no pizza

You gotta start somewhere…

And for ____________, you start in the _____________ of Representatives

_______________, Section 7 (1) All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

The ______________ Budget Act

An attempt to address the lack of a consistent economic policy 

Set up ______________ Committees in each house to review President’s Budget in light of all taxing and spending measures

Budget Committees set _____________ spending, tax and debt levels

Staff for the Budget Committees is the _________________ _______________ ____________
Non-____________, but not impartial



Legislative/Executive ____________
 Fiscal Calendar

Fiscal means having to do with ________________
My Budgetary clock is “ticking like this!”

Federal Fiscal Year: _____________ 1 to September 30

President submits budget in January

Budget Committees reviews his plan and sets overall taxing and spending levels in a resolution which must be approved by April 15th

By mid-June, standing committees have made recommendations to Budget Committee, which draws up a _________________ bill

If they can’t come to agreement, things will shut down, unless they pass a _____________ resolution. 

This is their __________ job, and they rarely get it done on time!  Often they get desperate and pass pork-laden “______________” bills.  

Line Item Veto

Declared ____________ in 1998

No line item veto means the President cannot separate out objectionable items from important, helpful items.  

Throw out the “baby with the bathwater”

_____________ – a piece of legislation attached as an amendment to another, possible totally unrelated bill


Pork

Oink, oink, oink…

____________ Barrel Spending

Bringing home the bacon

Items of interest to your __________
(and in a worst case scenario, of service to no one else!)

Trent Lott:  There are really three parties: Republicans, Democrats and Appropriats

_____________ – Specifying the use of appropriated funds for a particular purpose in a particular place, meaning your district!

Two Key Terms

Deficit

The Federal Government does not require a _____________ budget!

The difference between revenue (receipts) and expenditures (outlays)

An __________ measurement of the shortfall 

The opposite of surplus

Too much spending, not enough money!

FFY 2007 deficit: $162.8 billion (Down from $337 in ’06!) 

FFY 2008 deficit: $459 b. 

FFY 2009: $_______________!  ($___Trillion over the next ten years)   With a T!
(CBO)

Est. FFY 2010: $1.5 Trillion

Debt

What we ____________ to cover accumulated deficits

The interest will eat you alive!

We borrow from ourselves and others.

You can have debt without deficits!

We had balanced budgets (no deficit) in 1998-2001, but we still had debt

Current debt: http://www.brillig.com/debt_clock/  http://www.treasurydirect.gov/NP/BPDLogin?application=np http://www.brillig.com/debt_clock/faq.html 

Wall Street Journal Charts
Million, Billion Trillion…

"My favorite way to think of it is in terms of seconds," says David Schwartz, a children's book author whose How Much Is a Million? tries to wrap young minds around the concept. "One million seconds comes out to be about 11½ days. A billion seconds is 32 years. And a trillion seconds is _________________. I like to say that I have a pretty good idea what I'll be doing a million seconds from now, no idea what I'll be doing a billion seconds from now, and an excellent idea of what I'll be doing a trillion seconds from now."

You Gotta Draw the Line Somewhere…

Apportionment, Incumbency and Reform

I Count!

25 cent word for the day:  ______________ census

Article 1, Section 2 (3) …the actual enumeration…within every subsequent Term of ten years 

The ______________ was created to establish the correct number of voters.  (Everything else is bonus, or extra-constitutional, take your pick!)

Apportionment

Apportionment  - the distribution of voters into districts; the _________ of _____________ by population

Mal-apportionment  - large differences in the population of Congressional districts

Re-Apportionment – the process of re-___________ the populations amongst districts

Districting – the process of drawing the ___________ on the maps.  Sounds simple, right?

____________ draw Federal House Lines (Why not Senate?)  Their processes vary dramatically!

Bad Boys, Bad Boys…

__________________ – Governor Eldridge Gerry’s Salamander shaped district

Drawing district lines for _____________ purposes

Packing and Cracking

Packing – putting lots of ___________ people in one district

Cracking – ___________ out the opposition so they can’t win

As Little Texas says:  God Blessed Texas

It ain’t boring!

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words

http://nationalatlas.gov/printable/images/preview/congdist/tx32_109.gif 

No More Snow for Me!

Changes in Apportionment

Here Come the Judge: ____________v_____________
Apportionment is _____________; they will go “into the thicket”

“I Want to Soak Up the Sun”

Population _________ to the Sunbelt means Yankees are losing seats.

Big Guns, like Delay are purported to be involved in state level issues

Incumbency is _________________
Congress In a Nutshell

A House and a Senate makes a _____________
LOTS of Bills

_________ pass

Incumbent rich, Heavy on the _______________
LOTS of staff

But less than there once was

At the Moment: _________________ Controlled

_________________ are where the work gets done

They legislate, appropriate, confirm and ratify, oversee and investigate

________________ by design

_________________, with Checks and Balances

Home of Debaters, Bosses and Managers

Where we all have a voice

Where OUR laws are made

_______________ congress: they work for ___________!
