SLG Spring 2017:  Education
Funding:
School Funding Starts at the MOST Local Level – Property Taxes:  

http://www.searcychamber.com/economic-development/cost-doing-business 
Ad Valorem – on the value of
Assessed rate – in Arkansas, a percentage of the market value
property tax rates – 


mill= 1/10th of 1 cent

Tax Base – the overall value of the property that will be taxed
Equalization – the process of adjusting revenue and funding to provide equitable budget resources for different districts (Robin Hood in Texas)
Ark. Amendment 74 of 1996 – 1st 25 mills (URT – Uniform Rate of Tax) of local property tax goes to state to be redistributed

Arkansas – Boards increase property tax by - putting a millage increase request on the ballot in September

Where is education in the federal constitution?

16th's - 1785

Morrill Act of 1862 


Land Grants

ESEA – Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965


Title 1 and Head Start

No Child Left Behind of 2001

"Centerpiece of my administration", amendments to ESEA
ESAE/NCLB reauthorized in 2015 as ESSA – Every Student Succeeds Act 
Federal Education Cases:
Brown v. Board of Education – Separate is NOT equal


Arkansas's Amendment 44 – Interposition Amendment

San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez, 1973 – no national right to equalized education funding
So…education funding cases are tried at the state level

State Education Funding Cases:

Litigation:  45 of 50 states have seen funding lawsuits; 20 currently being sued 
http://schoolfunding.info/  
Original Question: Equity – Is funding equal for each student?  Is it comparable amongst districts?

New Question: Adequacy – Is funding enough to provide an adequate education for each student? 

Arkansas Education Funding Cases:

Lake View School District #25 of Phillips County et al vs. Mike Huckabee, Governor of the State of Arkansas; et al (See Amendment 76 above)
Kimbrell v McClesky: Puts the equity issue back into question – Can districts exceed the state Uniform Rate?

http://media.law.uark.edu/arklawreview/2015/02/24/kimbrell-v-mccleskey-rethinking-the-constitutional-equality-requirement-for-funding-arkansass-public-schools/
Funding Data:
Federal money at one point was as high as 14% of school budgets. It now ranges between 8-12% and averages about 8.7%.

http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/fed/role.html 

FFYE 2014 was down to 8.7% as a national average https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2016/2016301.pdf 

In Arkansas, the state/local/fed split is: 51.9% State, 36.5% Local and 11.5% Federal.

However – "It varies from state to state!" – 

  Hawaii – 81.6% state; New Hampshire - less than 10% state, until they got sued, now 32.1% state
Historical drop info:

http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/data-mine/2015/06/24/report-federal-education-funding-cut-by-5-times-more-than-all-spending  
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/expenditures/tables/table_01.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2014/2014303.pdf   (look at Table #1)
Census numbers:  

Arkansas' Per Student Expenditure (State+Local+Federal):
$10,478 in 2014

$10,544* in 2013

$11,294* in 2012
$10,978 in 2010

$9,143 in 2009,

$8,541 in 2008,  

$8,284 in 2007, 

$7,927 in 2006, 

$6,740 in 2004 

* 2014 numbers, adjusted for 2014 inflation
Oversight:
School Oversight is Begun with the MOST Local Government – Local Boards of Education:  
What Locals Do:

School boards (Dependent vs. Independent)


Ark: 5-9 elected members, 3 year terms

School superintendents





Appointed, avg pay: $96,050
· http://www.arkansasonline.com/right2know/schoolsalaries

 HYPERLINK "http://www.arkansasonline.com/right2know/schoolsalaries/" / 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Fiscal_and_Admin_Services/Publication%20and%20reports/Salary%20Reports/Teacher_Salary_Schedule_Analysis_20162017_revised_3_20_17.pdf 

School districts: 1912 – 5,143 districts,1948 – 1,589, 1983 – 369, 2001 – 310, 2007 – 245, 2011 – 239, 2014 - 234
That Decrease is From Consolidation:

Act 60 of 2003: 350 or less students – annex or consolidate

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-11-105, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603 and § 1604 [Acts 60 and 80 of the Second Extraordinary Session, 2003] and Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204.
(also stemming in part from Lakeview as it continues)
District vs. school consolidation  
What are most communities concerned about losing?

What States Boards of Education Do:

Arkansas State Board – 9 gubernatorially appointed members, 7 year terms
http://www.arkansased.org/ Arkansas DOE

Teacher certification

Public education funding formula (How to redistribute the URT)
Textbook selection (Texas and the Big Dog theory)

No-charge for textbooks

If you like cute infographics: http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Whos_Who_in_Education_Infographic.pdf 
Education Policy Debates:
School Choice: Public School Choice; Charter Schools; Private School Choice/Vouchers 
Here’s an excellent interactive, and a good example of the delineation between Private and Public School Choice: http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/interactive-guide-to-school-choice.aspx#/  

Charter Schools: http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/charter-schools-in-the-states.aspx 

Vouchers:http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/voucher-law-comparison.aspx 

Performance Data:
Arkansas Numbers: http://febp.newamerica.net/k12/AR  Interactive state by state
Lies, Dang Lies, and Charts:
http://www2.census.gov/govs/school/10f33pub.pdf  NSF’s chart of per pupil spending 2010 (Fig.1):

vs.
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2016/2016301.pdf Latest Census Data (Fig. 1):
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Lies, Dang Lies, and Educanto:
http://www.edweek.org/ew/qc/2012/16src.h31.html?intc=EW-QC12-TOC – We’re number 5!
(We’re VERY proud, but look at the details.)
[image: image3.png]State Report Cards stato-by:-stato grados and data in six areas of educational policy and performance

THE GRADING SCALE [l atoa- [l 8+t05- Mllc+ to c- Mo+ wo- [F [Ena

OVERALL GRADE & SCORE (2012) 5
Sertiy Name (&) Sortby Score
Overall Grades & Scores o
~ A

U.S. Average: C (76.5)

] Y
L

on

L

™

e

v

e

"

ne

x W

w

m

™

Arkansas Overall: B- (81.6) 2z

w»

se

Early foundations: C (74.1) Accountability for quality: B- (82.4) oe

School years: C- (71.6) Incentives & allocation: B+ (88.5) ] wy

Adult outcomes: D+ (69.0) Building & supporting capacity: A (93.3) ox

us

ve

K-12 Achievement: D (66.3) School Finance: € (72.6) £

Status: F (55.4) Equity: B+ (89.3) N

Change: C- (71.9) Spending: F (55.9) "

Equity: C(75.4) A

=

w

Standards, Assessments, & Accountability:  Transitions & Alignment: A (96.4) o
A(94.4)

Early-childhood education: A (100.0) o

College readiness: A- (30.0) "

Economy & workforce: A (100.0) w

s

wr

=1

ur

o - OR

oy

Chance for Success: C- (71.8) The Teaching Profession: B+ (85.0)

Standards: A (100.0)
Assessments: B (83.3)
School accountability: A (100.0)





