POLS 205

American National Government

Lecture 29:

Pressure Unit – Lobbyists 
Lobbyists:

Helping Decide Who Gets What, When and How…

Interest Groups
Link people to government by organizing those with similar viewpoints on a specific policy area and presenting these views to (not necessarily elected) government officials.
One tactic is to employ lobbyists  to present those views.

I’m Just Exercising My Constitutional Rights!

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

54,000 plus!

12,340  of whom work in DC alone.  42,000 at the state level

Lobby:  An array of activities that attempts to influence legislation and government policy.  (Schmidt)

Lobbying:  When individuals or interest groups pressure the government to act in their favor.  (Wasserman)

Lobbyist: A person attempting to influence governmental decisions on behalf of a group.  (Wilson)

They’re everywhere! http://www.michiganlobbyist.com/ 

Lobbying Techniques

Engage in private meetings with public officials to make known the needs of the client.

Testify Before Committees

Testify Before Agencies (Especially for Rulemaking)

Provide Draft Legislation And Amendments

Provide Information, Both Technical And Political

Mix AND Mingle…

Direct and Indirect

Direct Lobbying:

Congressional Committees, Executive Bureaucracies

More time actually spent on agencies!

Based on: 

Knowledge

Personal contact

Money, oh, I mean fundraising…

Wilson calls this “insider strategy”

Indirect Lobbying:

Constituent Activation

Letters

Calls

Media Presence

Positive Articles

Editorials

Coalition Building

Strange bedfellows!

Environmentalists and Big Oil

Grassroots campaigns

Wilson calls this “outsider strategy”

Handguns, lobbyists and other dangerous things

Lobbyist registration

20% of your time lobbying makes you a lobbyist.

Report on bill numbers and issues lobbied, but not individual contacts made.

“Grassroots” efforts are exempted

Lobbyist’s expenditure reports

Semiannual report on how much has been spent.

Also must report on who is doing the paying.

Chamber rules limit individual gifts.

· Senate
· House
The Iron Triangle

The Revolving Door

Phil Gramm, former Senator from Texas “retired” in 2003 to a position at UBS Warburg for an annual salary of over $1 million!

Can’t Buy Me Love…


Frightening But True:

 For every member of Congress:

More than 48 lobbyists were employed.

$3 million was spent.

Cold Comfort:

“Lobbyists gain support by presenting their narrow cause as consistent with a national concern.”  (Wasserman)

Primary Sources:

http://www.meyersandassociates.com/ 
http://www.gtlaw.com/Home 

Follow the Money!

Take a look at the average “cost” of a Congressional seat.

(Or a bargain at $500,000 if you are from Chicago…)

Where does that money come from?

A Bridge Too Far?

Wasserman calls interest groups a bridge over which people and players can reach the political game.

Describe the bridge.

I Need a Shower!

If you too are feeling “slimed” after our discussions of lobbies and interest groups, consider this:

“Politicians still get elected on platforms of that call for broad changes in government, and these officials have to explain to voters what they’ve accomplished when they run for re-election.   The press investigates cozy deals by lobbyists, the civil service is generally competent and committed to their agencies’ programs, and grassroots public interest groups often can elbow their issues onto the country’s agenda.” (Wasserman)

