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‘One county under God’ Lincoln says; LaForce re-elected


By Warren Watkins 

The Daily Citizen

Belinda LaForce will remain as Searcy mayor for another four years and White County’s new judge will be Michael Lincoln after both won narrow run-off victories Tuesday, according to unofficial results. 

	


The county will have a Republican judge and sheriff after Ricky Shourd won the Nov. 7 general election.

White County Clerk Tanya Burleson said there were no major problems in the run-off election.

“There was one machine that had to be replaced because of bad batteries,” Dianne Thomas, White County Election Commission chairman, said.

Results came in by 9 p.m. with no glitches, with the crowd hooting and hollering as results were announced at the second-floor courtroom. 

There were 11,423 voters who participated in the election throughout the county.

Searcy mayor

LaForce, the Democrat incumbent, defeated Republican Dale Brewer, an alderman with eight years experience on the city council, by only 17 votes, gaining 2,115 votes to Brewer’s 2,098, a percentage of 50.2 to 49.8.

The mayor said she felt a huge load lifted and it was a great relief.

Asked about the small margin of victory, the mayor was not able to interpret it quickly.

“I’m unsure exactly what that means,” LaForce said. “I don’t know if we didn’t get our message out to the people. I feel like we couldn’t have worked harder the last four years.”

Bickering among the aldermen and the mayor, an issue during the campaign, may have played a part in the close race, LaForce said.

“The controversy on the city council had something to do with it,” she said.

White County judge

Michael Lincoln, a Republican, will step up from the director’s office at Camp Wyldewood, north of Searcy on the Little Red River, to the White County Judge’s office on the second floor of the courthouse in downtown Searcy.

The final vote count was 5,756 for Lincoln, 50.81 percent of 11,329 votes cast, and 5,573 for independent Dennis Gillam, or 49.19 percent. Democrat Waylon Heathscott had been left out of the race after finishing third in the Nov. 7 general election.

“We worked hard and we prayed hard,” Lincoln said. “We’ll be one county under God.”

Asked about his 183-vote victory, Lincoln said he knew there was division in the county.

“There was a diversity of opinions about who was best qualified,” Lincoln said. “You can’t declare a mandate. I’ll have to work hard to convince the populace of White County that they made a wise choice. I will serve all the citizens of White County.”

A 1,000-vote lead after early voting results were tallied shortly after the polls closed got narrower for Lincoln as precinct boxes continued to come in, but he was able to hold off the charge.

“I thought those 1,000 votes would be eaten up quickly,” Lincoln said of watching the totals arrive.

Other races

Other results within the county showed close results as well.

Position 2 on the Rose Bud city council was decided by only four votes, with Debbie Gorham receiving 55 (51.89 percent) and Lisa Baldridge Wolf 51 (48.11).

The race for Bradford alderman Ward 3, Position 2, was decided by five votes, with Russ Durham receiving 67 (51.94 percent) and Renee Barron 62 (48.06 percent.)

The margin of victory was much larger in the race for Beebe alderman, Position 1 Ward 3, which was won by John D. Johnson with 370 votes (63.03) against 217 (36.97 percent) for Garland Kirkpatrick.

The Pangburn mayor’s race saw incumbent Farris Wood defeated by alderman James H. Williams. Wood received 74 votes (45.12 percent), Williams 90 (54.88 percent).

