Scripture Under Attack

The New Atheists

1) Direct Attacks

New Atheists, Old Questions

How did we get here? 

What’s wrong with Christians?

Richard Dawkins

RDF MISSION: Support scientific education, critical thinking and evidence-based understanding of the natural world in the quest to overcome religious fundamentalism, superstition, intolerance and human suffering. 
Dawkins’ Greatest Show Video: http://www.simonandschuster.com/multimedia?video=46113418001 

“Then How Did It?”  Dawkins on Origins:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoncJBrrdQ8
I Corinthians 1

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written: 
   "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
      the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." 20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.

 26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."

Christopher Hitchens

“Four Irreducible Objections:

1) “It wholly misrepresents the origins of man and the cosmos”

2) “Because of this original error, it manages to combine the maximum of servility with the maximum of solipsism”

3) “It is both the result and cause of dangerous sexual repression”

4) It is ultimately grounded on wishful thinking.”

Atheists vs antitheists:

“I don’t wish that God exists” 

What can be asserted without proof can be dismissed without proof.

You May Want to Check This Out:

http://www.fixed-point.org/ 
Hitchens/Berlinski Debate

Acts 18

 9One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city." 11So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

2) Indirect Attacks

Trojan Horses

Atheists Don’t Have No Songs   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFWA1A9XFi8 

What exactly is a “friendly atheist”?
http://friendlyatheist.com/   Hemant Mehta

Mythbusters

Food For the Eagle

Consistency IS the Hobgoblin, Now Isn’t It?

For me it was pretty simple. I'm actually the fourth generation in my family to have no practical use for the church, or God, or religion. My children continue this trend.” Adam Savage

Sappers and Underminers

God and Harvard

Truth - Christ and the Church (1643)

President Drew Gilpin Faust, March 26, 2008

Truth remains, but we see that old truth changes, turns over into the new. Today we seek a different sort of “veritas” than our forebears did – one based in reason rather than in faith.     http://www.president.harvard.edu/speeches/faust/080326_beida.php
Harvard’s Humanist Chaplain

Website: http://harvardhumanist.org/ 

Adam and Jamie Go to Harvard

Romans 1

 18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  

21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

 24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

How Do We Respond?

The Best Defense…is a good ____________

I don’t know which bothers me more – 

That they are so often ANGRY and rude, or that sometimes we are equally as angry or rude…

That they seem more evangelical than us, or that sometimes we are less evangelical than them…
What is it that makes this appealing?

Intellectual superiority?  Sexual Freedom?  The Original Sin?

How should we respond?

The Gospel can be offensive.  Are we supposed to be offensive?

I do know we aren’t supposed to be apathetic.  We must share the power of grace.  We must speak the truth as one with authority.

Our Goals

For people to be continually confronted with the beauty and truth of someone living out the grace of the gospel.  That’s pretty powerful!

I Thessalonians 1: 4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

For us to be proclaimers of the Good News.   That’s Kingdom Authority.

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.   15These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you
