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Arkansas, State and Local Government Class

Politics, Religion and Other Things We Don't Speak of in Polite Company.

Three important sets of questions:

1)
Is it appropriate for a Christian to be involved in politics?  If you do get involved, why?

2)
Can you legislate morality? Can you change behavior?  Can you perfect this broken world?

3)
Who's in charge here?  Where's the ringmaster?

1)
Is it appropriate for a Christian to be involved in politics?  If you do get involved, why?

John Locke from the Second Treatise – And thus every man, by consenting with others to make one body politic under one government, puts himself under an obligation to every one of that society to submit to the determination of that majority and to be concluded by it; or else this original compact, whereby he and others incorporates into one society, would signify nothing, and be no compact, if he be free and under no other ties than he was before in the state of nature.

Luke20:

 Paying Taxes to Caesar 

20Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor. 21So the spies questioned him: "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 
23He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24"Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?" 
25"Caesar's," they replied. 
He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." 
26They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent.

My two cents worth:

The minimum due to Caesar:  To be a well informed active voter/constituent

Some will also:

Write letters, send emails, compose letters to the editor

Pray for our leaders (and other’s leaders!)

Teach others to be citizens

Work within the government

Campaign for others

Run for office themselves

Be exemplary public servants

Be a servant of God as you serve the public

1 Corinthians 12: 
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
Whatever you do, let your light shine:
Daniel 6:

Daniel in the Den of Lions
1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 
2)
Can you legislate morality? Can you change behavior?  Can you perfect this broken world?

 Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. 
       And what does the LORD require of you? 
       To act justly and to love mercy 
       and to walk humbly with your God.

Matthew 26
Jesus Anointed at Bethany 
6While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 7a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 
8When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. 9"This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." 
10Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."

Rheinhold Nieber wrote for Jimmy Carter – It is the sad duty of politics to seek justice in a sinful world.

3)
Who's in charge here?  Where's the ringmaster?

Isaiah 33
22 For the LORD is our judge, 
the LORD is our lawgiver, 
the LORD is our king; 
it is he who will save us.

Duteronomy 10:

Fear the LORD  

12 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? 
14 To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it. 15 Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today. 16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 19 And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. 20 Fear the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 21 He is your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. 22 Your forefathers who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.

Luke 10:

26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 
27He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' " 
28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."
In 1917, the House of Representatives wanted to make Prohibition the 18th Amendment to the Constitution. Congress sent the amendment to the states for ratification, where it needed three-fourths approval. The amendment stipulated a time limit of seven years for the states to pass this amendment. In just 13 months enough states said yes to the amendment that would prohibit the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic liquors.
The amendment worked at first, liquor consumption dropped, arrests for drunkenness fell, and the price for illegal alcohol rose higher than the average worker could afford. Alcohol consumption dropped by 30 percent and the United States Brewers' Association admitted that the consumption of hard liquor was off 50 percent during Prohibition. These statistics however, do not reflect the growing disobedience toward the law and law enforcement. The intensity of the temperance advocates was matched only by the inventiveness of those who wanted to keep drinking. Enforcing Prohibition proved to be extremely difficult. The illegal production and distribution of liquor, or bootlegging, became rampant, and the national government did not have the means or desire to try to enforce every border, lake, river, and speakeasy in America. In fact, by 1925 in New York City alone there were anywhere from 30,000 to 100,000 speakeasy clubs. The demand for alcohol was outweighing (and out-winning) the demand for sobriety. People found clever ways to evade Prohibition agents. They carried hip flasks, hollowed canes, false books, and the like. While Prohibition assisted the poor factory workers who could not afford liquor, all in all, neither federal nor local authorities would commit the resources necessary to enforce the Volstead Act. For example, the state of Maryland refused to pass any enforcement issue. Prohibition made life in America more violent, with open rebellion against the law and organized crime.  It was repealed December 5th, 1933.
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/volstead_act/volstead_act.html
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Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Legislation of Morality

…To make this case, I want to focus first on another Christian American, Martin Luther King, Jr. In the 1960s, many Americans were arguing that the legal strategy of the civil rights movement was fundamentally flawed. These Americans maintained that all the civil rights laws in the world were not going to change white people's attitudes toward African Americans; no changes in the law would make the races love each other. If such a thing were to happen at all, it would come about only through the actions of congregations, parents, and teachers, and by changes in the countless little interactions that take place between the races each and every day. Because racial attitudes lay deep within the human heart, and because questions about race relations were profoundly controversial, the issue was beyond the pale of legal redress. The legislative agenda of the civil rights movement was, at best, beside the point.

Martin Luther King, Jr. admitted that the ultimate solution to "the race problem" was beyond the reach of law. He even agreed with the proposition that morality cannot be legislated. But King also argued that the legal agenda of the civil rights movement was not pointless. His famous and most piercing response was that while the law could not make the white man love the black man, it could make him stop lynching him. Enactment and enforcement of the relevant legislation would, King insisted, portent more than a trivial change; lynchings were not beside the point.

But King went on to offer a more descriptive and expansive account of the relationship between law and morality. While he acknowledged that the issue of race relations was controversial, he appealed to a more fundamental point of moral agreement: he centered the debate about civil rights around the fundamentally moral, and fundamentally American, principles of equality of opportunity and equal justice for all. When King spoke to fellow Christians, he was more than willing to frame the moral argument in exclusively Christian terms. But in the public square, King felt compelled to make the moral argument by appealing to principles that he and all Americans shared. "The American dream," King said, "reminds us that every man is heir to the legacy of worthiness." The treatment of African Americans contradicted--indeed, belied--that belief, and civil rights legislation would help to overcome that contradiction. If enacted, it would help Americans live up to their own beliefs--indeed, to the beliefs that defined us as a people. Passage was not only legitimate, it was essential.

The legacy of Prohibition has led many Americans to believe that legislating morality involves the criminalization of private behavior. Though King's point about lynching illustrates his belief that the criminal law played an essential part in the civil rights debate, he also insisted that the moral dimension of legislation far transcended this limited domain. Protecting the rights and political freedom of African Americans was intimately associated with achieving the broader notion of human equality. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965--and, importantly, the federal power required to enforce those laws--were indispensable means by which Americans' united belief in this moral principle could be realized.

These two features of King's analysis--the framing of legal arguments in terms of underlying American ideals and the extension of the relevant role of the law beyond the criminalization of private behavior--enabled him to posit an essential connection between the quality of our society's laws and the moral quality of our society. In a 1962 address before the National Press Club, King said that the "habits, if not the hearts, of people have been, and are being, altered everyday by federal action. These major social changes have a cumulative force conditioning other segments of life." While the most important aspects of integration were unenforceable, changes in the law could positively affect the society's moral condition. If the laws were good ones, if they conformed to the basic truths that Americans hold, they would ultimately foster fundamental changes in people's social behavior. And, therefore, King believed that such laws could have an important, positive impact on society's moral condition.

The subsequent years have lent credence to King's position. Race relations remain deeply controversial, of course. But all would admit that civil rights legislation has made the principle of moral equality more operative within American society. Most relevantly, tolerance for and practice of mixed-race marriages has risen dramatically over the past generation. Would anyone deny that this very explicit change in attitude toward love between the races is directly related to changes in the nation's civil rights laws? Indeed, can one imagine the former happening without the latter?

http://www.gwu.edu/~ccps/rcq/legislating_morality.html
The Responsive Community

Volume 11, Issue 4, Fall 2001
A Symposium on Legislating Morality
Can Legislation Solve Our Moral Problems

Christopher Beem

