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Brought to you by… The Progressives

Early 20th century reformers

Saw mankind as perfectible (through our actions – not God)

Believed in the evolution and forward progress of societies as well as species

Reforms were a way to “sharpen the tool of Government”

Saw government as a tool for that inevitable process of perfecting mankind

Direct Democracy

Created in response to widespread corruption

Railroad scandals

Provided citizens a way to by-pass recalcitrant legislatures

See page 148 for who has what.

General rule of thumb: Western (or frontier) and/or cantankerous states have more.

Note:  About the same time – the 17th amendment provides for the direct election of US Senators (1913)

Citizen’s Initiative

Gather enough voter signatures (generally 10%) and you can place your proposed statutory change on the ballot!  Citizens can make laws directly!

Two Types:

Direct:  Sufficient voter signatures place the issue on the ballot.

Indirect:  Signatures place the issue before the legislature to vote on placing on the ballot.

21 states with direct, 9 with indirect

Remember 18 have constitutional amendment initiative too.

Vital Stats

Over a hundred years, 59% of initiatives on the ballot have failed

64% of Americans support the concept of initiatives

Initiative is the most used of the three options for direct democracy

Citizen interest groups are still somehow more successful than “economic interest” groups

Oregon, California, Colorado, South Dakota, and Arizona are the big dogs

Grass Roots?

Germination (Then): Proposition 13 from 1978  - California Property Tax Revolt

 Propagation (Now) In California, two signature companies supported ¾ of all initiatives between 82 and 92.  No longer a “grass roots” tool!!!
Referendum

Let’s voters have the “final say” on issues that have already made their way through the legislature.

24 states have popular or petition referendums.

This is a review the legislature didn’t ask for.

More common:  submission for voter approval by the legislature.  

“We want you to decide the hard questions.”

Constitutional amendments and some tax changes require approval of the voters

Recall:  Throw the bums out!

A petition process to remove sitting elected officials or to hold a new election

18 states have statewide re-call

Generally requires signatures of 25% of voters

Cal-EE-fornia

Most frequently used at local level

Evan Meacham of Arizona came close in the 80’s 

Only one Governor – Lyn Frazier, ND, 1922 

Until… The Terminator

Gray Davis – California recall of 2003

Arkansas

What do we have?

Our semi-western heritage is at play here…

Initiative AND Referendum

At all 3 levels – state, city and county

Recall

Only for city managers and administrators

Plus, our legislature regularly “refers” questions to us

3 per session

Often “hot potato” issues

The Governor can’t veto us, but the legislature can! 

(2/3 vote)

Part 2:  How to Read a Bill

Parts of a Bill

Number and other identifying info 

Sponsor

Title

Enacting or enabling clause

Effective Date

The Language of the Bill

What do these different codes mean?

Existing language

New language we want to create (underlined or italicized)

Old language we want to remove (strike through)

Amended language we want to change (a combination)

Let’s go to the web…

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF1265&session=ls88&version=list&session_number=0&session_year=2013 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+ful+HB1928 

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2013/2013R/Bills/SB1087.pdf  

http://mlis.state.md.us/2005rs/bills/hb/hb0673f.pdf   

An “’menment” for your consideration: http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Text_HTML/2008_SESSIONS/RS/famendments/HB4307%20HFA%20Webster,%20Varner%20and%20DeLong%201%202-27%20adopted.htm  

Bill History: http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=17827&  

Calendar:  http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2015/2015R/Pages/Home.aspx  

Two questions for next class: 

What do you think about elected official becoming lobbyists?

What do you think about term limits?

