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Each summer semester, the Harding University Communication Sciences 
and Disorders department offers graduate students the opportunity to gain 
multicultural, clinical experience in Zambia, Africa. The program, Harding 
University in Zambia (HIZ-PATH), has been offered for the past 9 years.  
 
For the 2017 summer term, Dr. Rebecca Weaver, Mr.Tim Chance and  
Mrs. Carla Sumner, along with her 12-year-old daughter, Anna, led a group 
of nine students from Harding University, along with three recent graduates 
from University of Mississippi and Southern Illinois University. The HIZ-PATH 
team welcomed two special guests, Dr. Bruce McLarty and his wife,  
Ann McLarty, who served alongside the team for the last two weeks 
 
If you are interested in getting a more in depth look on our student’s trip to 
Zambia this summer, please feel free to visit the following blogs created by 
some of those who were in attendance.   
 

hayleygoestozambia.blogspot.com 
hannahshesitantheart.blogspot.com 

victoriatripsandfalls.blogspot.com 
turningafricaindigo.blogspot.com 
tillalltheworldhears.blogspot.com 

graceupongrace1blog.wordpress.com 
hizpathadventures.blogspot.com 

abbytoz.blogspot.com 
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If you are familiar with the HIZ-PATH trip offered each summer, you have most 
likely heard about The Haven. The Haven is a transitional home for babies 
from the surrounding area. As part of the babies’ care plans, the caretakers 
purposefully provide a diet, style of play, language, and dress to aid in 
transitioning the children back to their homes.  
 
The HIZ-Path students provided literacy, language, and feeding services for 
the children based on the recommendations by Meagan Hawley, an advocate 
at The Haven. These children quickly tugged on the students’ heartstrings this 
summer.  
 
During the trip this summer, Meagan Hawley identified a need at The Haven 
involving the cemetery. The names painted onto the stones fade quickly, and 
many of them have become unreadable due to the weathering of the stones 
as the paint will wear off, usually within a year. While Meagan has worked this 
summer to repaint the names-- having tried different types of paint and 
Sharpie markers-- the paint will eventually fade again. The students have 
tossed around ideas of how to make the paint last longer. If you have a 
suggestion or would like to help out in any way, please contact Dr. Dan Tullos 
at tullos@harding.edu. 
 

In May, the Arkansas Department of Human Services (DHS) Division of 
Children and Family Services (DCFS) named Dr. and Mrs. Baker 
statewide Foster Family of the Year.  This award is presented to families 
who advocate for children and their biological families, set examples of 
Christ’s love, and provide a nurturing home environment. Their servant 
hearts do not go unnoticed, and we wanted to congratulate one of our  
own for receiving such an honor. 
 
If you would like to read about the Baker family receiving this award, 
please refer to the following article that can be found at 
https://t.e2ma.net/message/vxk4bb/bmyz1g 
 

Andrew and Amy Baker Named 
Arkansas Foster Family of the Year 
ww 

The Haven 
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                             2016-2017 HUSSHA Members 
 

Alumni Reception 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Harding University Student Speech and Hearing Association (HUSSHA) 
is a service oriented, student organization that allows Communication 
Sciences and Disorders undergraduate and graduate students to learn of 
new issues and advancements in the field of Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology.  
 
This 2017-2018 year, HUSSHA will install a new slate of officers. We would 
like to thank them for their willingness to serve our chapter for this upcoming 
school year. 
 

President: Ellie Coffey 
VP: Marisa Ewing 

Fundraising: Vilde Nordseth and Jordyn Miller 
Service: Haley Rees and Robert Stewart 

Secretary: Leah Taylor 
Audiology: Morganne Frampton 
Public Relations: Hannah Powell 

Treasurer: Madison Taylor 
 
The new officer team is looking forward to more opportunities of displaying 
Christ’s love and connecting with others through its service to Harding 
University, Searcy, and the surrounding area. 
 

HUSSHA Happenings 
 

 

During homecoming week, the CSD department holds a reception for 
alumni, and current students serve as hosts. The faculty and staff provide 
information on the program’s news, and clinic tours are provided to alumni. 
The event offers past students an opportunity to reconnect with colleagues 
and professors and get involved with the department as an alumni. We 
welcome everyone to come out and see us, so please mark your calendars 
for Homecoming Weekend, October 19th-October 21st! 
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 Dixie C. Branscum Supervisors’ Dinner 

  

 
Sue Hale 

The 2016 ASHA Approved Continuing Education (CE) Provider Workshop, held in 
Philadelphia at the ASHA Convention, included a panel discussion regarding the need for 
continuing education in ethical practice, as well as provided an outline of emerging needs 
of professionals. The list includes topics such as counseling, advocacy, supervision, and 
ethical decision-making that follow the direction of ASHA in further developing the 
knowledge and skills of professionals in critical areas such as supervision and ethical 
practice.  
 
The Harding University CSD department provides this opportunity by hosting a seminar 
and continuing education training for our clinical supervisors, who educate and guide 
Harding students in practicum settings, at the annual Dixie C. Branscum Supervisors’ 
Dinner.  The topic for this year’s event is “Supervision, Ethics, and the High-Demand 
Workplace”.  Sue Hale, this year’s speaker, is a retired associate professor of Hearing and 
Speech Sciences at Vanderbilt University. She served as the 2009 president of ASHA and 
has served on numerous committees, including chairing the Council on Academic 
Accreditation, the Council for Clinical Certification, and the Blue Ribbon Panel on Clinical 
Supervision. She is a frequent lecturer on the topics of ethics, counseling, and clinical 
supervision.  
 
To register for the event, email csd@harding.edu and request a registration brochure.  
The cost to attend the seminar and dinner is $30. The event will be held on the Harding 
campus on Tuesday, August 29. Registration begins at 5:30 PM. Additional information 
may be found in the registration brochure.  
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Stirrups and Smiles is a not-for-profit organization located in Searcy, AR, designed for special 
needs children by providing therapy through the benefits of horseback riding. The Harding 
University Speech and Hearing Association (HUSSHA) students began volunteering in 2015 
through cleaning out stalls and sidewalking, after first attending an orientation to educate the 
students on proper safety and handling techniques. During the 2017 spring semester, there were 
sixteen students who have volunteered approximately 82 hours at Stirrups and Smiles. 
 
The American Hippotherapy Association uses evidence-based practice and clinical expertise with 
occupational therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT), and speech language pathology (SLP) to 
provide services for children using horses as a reinforcement in a naturalistic environment. 
Currently, an OT and PT provide services at Stirrups and Smiles with their training of 
Hippotherapy.  
 
On August 11-14, Mrs. Jennifer Fisher will be traveling to Monroe, New Jersey to be certified in 
Hippotherapy and applying her training to Stirrups and Smiles. With this certification, the children 
can receive SLP services. The CSD students may also receive clinical hours through treatment or 
observation at this placement. Our department is looking forward to adding this placement for our 
students as they will also gain interprofessional experience with OT and PT. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about Stirrups and Smiles and how you can help, look on 
their facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StirrupsandSmiles/  
 

On A Horse, Of Course! 
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Harding Boards the Smile Train 

Mrs. Ellie Hamby-2018 “Seven” Showcase 
 
Mrs. Ellie Hamby is a woman of many talents- world traveler, storyteller, missionary, 
and photographer. Mrs. Hamby built one of the houses on the campus of the George 
Benson Christian College of Education in Zambia, Africa. Every year, she provides 
housing for many students and missionaries, including those who have attended the 
various Harding in Zambia (HIZ) groups over the years.  
 
This summer, the HIZ-PATH students had the honor of meeting her during their stay 
in Africa where her generosity and many talents were evident. She currently resides 
in Abilene, Texas, and showcases her artwork around the country.  
 
In the spring of 2018, Mrs. Hamby will present a showcase of her latest project, 
entitled “Seven,” on the Harding University Campus. More details about the showcase 
will be released at a later date. 
 

 
 
From the moment I walked through the clear glass doors on the 28th floor of the Madison Avenue building, I 
knew it was a special place. I was greeted by a shimmering silver coffee table that spelled out “SMILE” 
along with dozens of friendly faces. The opportunity to intern at the global nonprofit organization, Smile 
Train, in New York City is an experience I will always treasure. If you don’t already know about this unique 
group, they provide 100% free surgery and care to individuals with cleft lip and palate who would otherwise 
not be able to afford it. Through their model, they promote high-quality, independent work while having 
funded over 1 million life-changing surgeries. 
 
During my time at Smile Train, I got to help with numerous projects with the wonderful ladies on the 
Programs Team. Among the projects were learning about Smile Train’s patient and grant databases, 
inputting information from Final Grant Reports involving speech, orthodontics, and nutrition into their record 
systems, finding new articles about cleft lip and palate for their Patient Care Library on their website, 
updating public resources such as listings of cleft teams across America and the UK, and finally my favorite 
project which was helping with the development of a free speech app they are creating specifically for kids 
with clefts. There was always a plethora of work to do, but it was always so much fun. This was largely in 
part because of the incredible NYC staff. They welcomed me with open arms into their modest family and 
instilled in me a sense of confidence I didn’t know I had.  
 
It was an experience I’ll never forget. I learned a lot about the incredible work that goes into making a 
nonprofit organization not only succeed, but also thrive. The employees at Smile Train have such a passion 
for the work that they do and it was an honor to be a part of their effort, even if only for a short while.   
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 Saying Goodbye to One of Our Own: Mrs. Dianne Myhan 

If you have ever made your way through the administrative suite in the CSD building, you are most 
likely to find Mrs. Myhan back in her office diligently working on various tasks and projects for the 
College of Allied Health, which includes the CSD department. 
 
Currently, Mrs. Myhan holds the title of Administrative Assistant to the Dean of the College of Allied 
Health. Prior to her position in Allied Health, she and her family spent several years as missionaries 
in Haiti. Once stateside, Mrs. Myhan and her husband, Mr. Jerry Myhan, found themselves at 
Harding University where she was the Administrative Assistant to the Senior Vice President, Dr. Jim 
Carr, for many years.  
 
Following her time with the Senior Vice President, Mrs. Myhan, along with her husband, spent five 
years with the Harding in Greece (HUG) program.  In regards to her connections with our 
department, Mrs. Myhan was the Administrative Assistant to the College of Communication before it 
became the College of Allied Health in the fall of 2011. 
  
Dr. Beckie Weaver, Dean of the College of Allied Health, shows her appreciation to both her 
colleague and friend when she says that Mrs. Myhan is her “right hand man.” Dr. Weaver shared 
with us many stories of how she has always been willing to assist her in whatever needed to be 
done, as well as being the one to say, “Boss, you know I can do that for you”.  
 
Mrs. Myhan is an avid reader, loves to travel, as well as spending time with her children and 
grandchildren. Upon her retirement, she will serve alongside her husband, working with the Harding 
in Zambia (HIZ) program in the fall.  
 
After speaking to Dr. Beckie Weaver about her search in a new assistant following Mrs. Myhan’s 
retirement, Dr. Weaver is quick to comment, “There will be someone to fill the job, but no one will 
replace Mrs. Myhan.” On behalf of the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, the 
faculty and academic support will be forever thankful for her years of assistance to our department. 
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On the Tip of the Tongue is a newsletter published by Harding University’s 
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. It is produced by 
the CSD Graduate Assistants for past and current CSD students, faculty, 
and those interested in our program. It is distributed electronically (with 
some exceptions), and we would love to hear from all readers. Please 
contact csd@harding.edu for additional information about this newsletter or 
about the CSD Department.  

 

                                         

 About the Newsletter 

 
Harding University 

Department of 
Communication 

Sciences and Disorders 
HU Box 10872 

Searcy, AR 72179-0001 
 
 
 
 

We are on the Web! 
Find us at: 

www.harding.edu/csd    
 
 
 
 

Follow us on social media!   
Facebook: Harding University CSD 
Instagram: hucsd 
Twitter: HUCSD 

 

Upcoming Events 
Fall Events 
   
Sept. 28-Oct. 1, 2017  
Family Weekend/Bison Days I 
  
Oct. 19-22, 2017 
Homecoming/Bison Days II  
 
http://www.harding.edu/admissions/bisondays  


