
INTRODUCTION
The Physical Therapy Program is part of the 
College of Allied Health and offers a Doctor 
of Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) degree. Upon the 
completion of the program, students will earn 
the D.P.T. degree and will be eligible to sit for the 
physical therapist licensure examination. Harding is 
excited to offer the first Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Program at a church of Christ-affiliated institution.

A CAREER IN PHYSICAL THERAPY
Physical therapists are health care profession-
als who diagnose and treat individuals of all ages 
who have limited use of their bodies due to injury, 
disease or disability.

Physical therapists practice in hospitals, rehabilita-
tion centers, private practice, home health, sports 
medicine facilities and various other settings.  
Options in the profession allow physical therapists 
to specialize their care to certain populations, such 
as children, athletes or the elderly.

Physical Therapy is a profession that offers a life-
time of satisfaction while directly helping people. A 
physical therapist contributes to a person’s quality 
of life through building flexibility, strength and 
spirit. Physical therapy is an intellectually, physi-
cally and psychologically demanding profession, 
but it is an extremely rewarding career in utilizing 
professional skills for those in need.

THE DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL  
THERAPY CURRICULUM
The program will accept 35 to 38 students per year.

The D.P.T. curriculum is a three-year program, 
consisting of 110 credit hours delivered over eight 
consecutive semesters. The course of study is de-
signed to develop the skills of critical thinking and 
evidence based physical therapy practice in the con-
text of a Christian worldview. The first two years 
of the curriculum are largely classroom (didactic) 
work and the third year of the program consists of 
full-time clinical experiences. 

In addition, the curriculum includes a medical 
missions track that aims to develop the specific 
skills required to do medical missions. This track 
culminates in a required two-week medical mission 
practicum abroad in Zambia, Africa.

GENERAL ADMISSION                  
REQUIREMENTS
Individuals who desire entry into the D.P.T.  
program must have a bachelor’s degree from an  
accredited institution with a 3.0 GPA that includes 
the following prerequisite courses.

Course Hours
Biology 16 
 General Biology 4
 Anatomy & Physiology 1 4
 Anatomy & Physiology 2 4
 Upper-Level Animal-Based Biology  4
Chemistry 8 
 General Chemistry 1 4
 General Chemistry 2 4
Physics 8 
 General Physics 1 4
 General Physics 2 4
Psychology 6 
 General Psychology 3
 Developmental or Abnormal Psychology 3
Mathematics 3 
Statistics 3 
Medical Terminology 1-3 

Additional admission requirements include
n Participation in an onsite interview
n 100 hours of observation in a variety of  

physical therapy settings
n Completion of the GRE
n Letters of recommendation

At matriculation into the program, a background 
check, immunizations and screening tests are  
required.

Students seeking admission into the Physical        
Therapy Program are encouraged to visit www.
harding.edu/pt for additional information and 
the program application.  



PROGRAM  COSTS (estimated) 

Application fee $50

Tuition deposit $500
(Applied toward tuition) 

Tuition      See website for current tuition 
 (www.harding/pt)

Program fee $600/semester

Books (per semester) $700-1,100

Technology Fee $225/semester

Travel to clinical sites varies

Criminal background check $70

Other student costs include: laptop computer; 
parking; room and board; health insurance; and 
costs associated with clinical rotations such as food, 
lodging (if required), and any other requirements of 
the clinical site. All of these are approximate costs 
and are subject to change.

For specific financial aid information, contact the 
Student Financial Services Office at 501-279-4081.

ACCREDITATION
The Doctor of Physical Therapy Program at  
Harding University is accredited by the Commis-
sion on Accreditation in Physical Therapy  
Education (CAPTE), 1111 North Fairfax St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314; telephone: 703-706-3245; 
email: accreditation@apta.org; website: www.
capteonline.org.      
 

Harding University’s Doctor of Physical 
Therapy Program seeks to graduate physi-

cal therapists who are lifelong learners and  

who are prepared to practice contemporary 

physical therapy from a service-oriented 

Christian worldview guided by scientific evi-

dence, professional ethics and responsibility. 

P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y

DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
Harding is committed to the policy of providing 
opportunities for all persons and does not discrimi-
nate in its missions, programs or any other edu-
cational functions or services on the basis of race, 
color, creed, national origin, veteran status, sex, 
religion or disability to those who meet admission 
criteria and are willing to uphold federal and state 
laws prohibiting unlawful discrimination.

www.harding.edu/pt          
www.harding.edu/pt


